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From Your District Director

By Kevin & Cindy Heap

 

May is here and the riding season is in full swing.  I have a few words about our future activities to share later in this article.  But first I will
step a bit out of my spot and share some helmet info that I first wrote about several years ago.

 As long as it is the law that people have a choice about wearing a helmet, all I can really do is to HIGHLY recommend that everyone that
rides, wears the proper gear including good head gear.  Comfort and fit are very important and I would advise folks to go to a good shop
and try on several different brands and sizes to find the one right for you.

 People have their favorites Ð some wear 3 quarter style, some full face and some pick some other style.  Just as I donÕt try to tell anyone
which brand to buy, I wonÕt attempt to tell anyone which style is best but do want to share some statistics.  Once everyone has all the info,
they can weigh the risks and make their own choices.

 The picture below is from a very in depth study done some time ago.  It shows by percentage, where the first impact on a helmet is when
in a mishap.  Take a good look and see that close to 35% of the time, the chin bar is the first thing to hit the road, or the other vehicle. 
That means also that if there is no chin bar (or no helmet), over one third of the time the chin and jaw is the first thing to hit.

 It far outnumbers any other part of the helmet or head.  For those folks that wear the half helmets, add up the numbers and about 50% of
the impacts are under the half helmet line.  If it would stay in place, it is not very effective.

 Remember that the flip front helmets do have a chin bar, but there is not any that are SNELL approved as there have not been any
manufacturers willing to submit their helmet for testing.  In a hard impact the flip up chin bar is likely to come off or by pushed sideway and
fail straight back into the helmet.  All that said, anyone that knows me knows that I ride with a flip front and hope for the best Ð with any
luck, something is better than nothing.

 Now for more cheerful news.  Chapter K in Rochester is all but official and back in business.  Max and Connie Sullivan have stepped up
to take the Chapter DirectorÕs job.  I want to extend a very hearty thank you to Pat and Gary Holland for their time and efforts as our
Ambassdors in helping to get K on its way.  Look for a future announcement about some type of open house or ride in event to welcome
the new chapter as soon as the official charter comes thru.

 We are also very close to sending the paperwork for a new chapter in the Buffalo, Minnesota area also.  We have had a few organizing
meetings and this week we are holding out first group ride.  Look for more news about this as well.

 DonÕt forget to make plans to join us all in Winona on July 24 and 25 at our District Rally.  We are putting the finishing touch on the
schedule and should have it ready for the next Journal.  Registration forms have been sent to every chapter and you can find it on our
District web site.  Some of the highlights will be a ÒMake It and Take ItÓ craft seminar and another GPS seminar.  WeÕll have all the usual
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fun and activities including some very good guided and self guided rides.  To make it a bit easier this year, the registration fees has been
reduced from the past years fees.

District Educator's Corner

By Pete & Laura Winter  

  Recently, Pete and I assisted Pat Beck in teaching the Medic First Aid Course to Chapter G. Next weekend weÕre teaching
the Medic First Aid Course to Chapter N. WeÕve taught the Team Riding Course and the Co- Rider Course and we always
learn something from our audience. Recently a good friend sent us a note that provides some food for thought about teaching
that weÕd like to share.

 If a dog was the teacher you would learn things like:

 When loved ones come home, run to greet them. (If the favorite part of your day is when loved ones come home, let them
know it!)

 Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride. (I think weÕve got that one down pat!)

 Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy. (I think weÕve got that one down pat!)

 Take naps. (I know weÕve got that one down!)

 Stretch before rising. (Éonly if we really want to be able to move.)

 When youÕre happy, dance around and wag your entire body. (IÕve been told my dancing looks kinda funny, but wagging my
whole body?)

 Avoid biting when a simple growl will do. (Is a growl the same as Òthe look?Ó)

 On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree. (Just watch out for ants, chiggers, mosquitoes, etc.)

 Delight in the simple joy of a long walk. (Like around the Mall of America?)

 And our personal favorite, when someone you love is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently.
(WeÕve gotten through a bad day or two this way.)

 Yup, we think the world would be a better place if people took a few lessons from dogs!

 Now that weÕve had a little fun, we better get to some educational information. WeÕve got a trike course coming up the
weekend of May 23rd and 24th. We still have a few spots open on Sunday so if youÕre interested, drop us a note with a check
for $50 made payable to MN GWRRA. Please include the following in your note: your GWRRA membership number,
expiration date, name and phone number or e-mail address. Send the check and note to:      Pete and Laura Winter

                                                                                                             MN District Educators

                                                                                                             4854 Bisset Lane

                                                                                                             Inver Grove Heights MN 55076

 WeÕve also got a seminar planned for the District Rally in July called Motorcycling for the Mature Rider. We have not taught
this one before but the course outline looks interesting. We hope youÕll join us at the Rally and while youÕre there come on
out and show off your motorcycling skills by competing in the on bike games. Remember ATGATT. You need to be in full
riding gear to compete. We hope to see you there!

                                            

District Leadership Trainer

By: Brian & Tammy Anderson

  How to Have a Chapter Meeting

 GWRRA is about FUN, growing, teaching, and educating.  The chapter meeting
is the most important aspect to accomplish these very goals.

 If a Chapter meeting is properly done, it is the perfect medium to carry out
our prime responsibility to our Members. It provides them a place to come to
gain fun, friends, knowledge and education. It provides the Chapter Staff
the opportunity to encourage safety so we can teach our "family" the tools
and skills that will enable them to live longer and to better enjoy their
chosen hobby -Motorcycling.
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chosen hobby -Motorcycling.

 Consider the word "meeting." It can be a little misleading. "Meeting"
sometimes implies business, minutes, politics, reports, no-fun, dryness,
rigid structure, speeches, and is capable of being BORING, BORING, BORING!!
Obviously, this is not what a GWRRA chapter meeting should be!  This is why
the monthly meetings are generally called socials.

 Our immediate goal at a social is to try and entice our Members to come to a
monthly activity with their "family". We do this by making our chapter
meetings FUN! We make it a relaxed, non-political, nonreligious, friendly
place where there are no strangers... good food, interesting people and
educational programs.  It can be helpful to provide speakers from outside
sources to give important information on insurance, safety, information on
local laws, park board information, or anything you can think of that will
provide interesting useful information to the members.

 This is not as difficult as it sounds, but it is very basic to accomplishing
another of our missions: EDUCATE!  If we can motivate our Members to attend
a chapter meeting, our job is half done. We must then ensure that

the meeting is so good, so interesting, so entertaining, so rewarding and so
much FUN that they will return each and every month. They will also "talk it
up" with their friends, thereby helping GWRRA receive the positive publicity
that goes a long way in attracting new Members into our "family."

Good FUN chapter meetings cannot be overemphasized; they are the backbone of
a successful chapter.

  

District Motorcycle Awareness Division

By: Bill & Judy Eslinger

 

May is finally here and yes, warm weather is long over due. Judy and I have had a chance rto get our bikes out a few times
already this spring. I find it amazing that in just a few months our fellow motorists have completely forgotten that
motorcyclists share the road with them. In the few miles we have ridden this year, we have already experienced drivers
pulling out in front of us, following way too close, and passing us on curves. This is just a few examples why the MAD
program is so important. MAD is designed to do what we can to get the word out to fellow motorists that we share the roads
with them and to please look out for us.

 There are many fun filled events that chapters can do that would be, in fact a MAD event/show. Many businesses such as
Home Depot, Menards, car dealerships, convenience stores,  grocery stores, etc would gladly let us set up a booth outside
their place of business to promote MAD.  If several Wings come to the event, it will turn into a MAD event/show. We all
know that people love our Wings and are eager to look at them and ask questions. What a perfect opportunity to promote
MAD, show our bikes and promote GWRRA as well. GW has new tri fold brochures regarding MAD.  All you have to do is
call and request them. They will be happy to send all you want. If we can save just one accident, our effort is well worth our
time.

 MAY IS MOTORCYCLE AWARNESS MONTH

What a perfect opportunity to promote MAD! Now is the time to contact city mayors, council members, community service
members etc. asking them to proclaim May as such. As members of GW and with their rider education programs, we are
blessed with some of the finest education of ridership skills programs possible. It is up to us to lead by example offering Fun,
Safety, and Knowledge to others on the road. ItÕs easy, after all, this is what we are. 

Happy Spring, until next month,

 

 

 moondoggie03@msn.com

mscrochet1@msn.com
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From Your Chapter Director

By Rick & Jenny Eckstein

 

As our Minnesota  weather permits, motorcycles are starting to become a common site on the roadways. Remember it
has been a few months since most of us have been riding as well as a while since most other people have seen
motorcycles on the road so ride careful. Be aware of traffic around you at all times.

Chapter C staffed an informational table at Luther Mankato HondaÕs open house Saturday April 4. Their open house was
well attended. We had a great time and a lot of inquires and interest in our GWRRA organization.

Planning your summerÕs schedule? Mark your calendar on July 18 for Chapter CÕs fundraiser at Hermann  Heights  Park  in
New Ulm. We will try for some nicer weather this year. Come enjoy some great food and good company.

Chapter CÕs summer rides will begin May 7 at 6:30  from Happy Chef in Mankato . Get your motorcycle and come join us
for a nice evening ride. We will have a great scenic ride and might even find a spot to stop for some ice cream.

Our next get together will be 4:30  Sunday May 31 at Searles Bar & Grill.   ItÕs a great time to visit with friends, share
ideas and have some good food!   Hope to see you there!  

Educator's Corner

By. Bruce & Colette Johnson, Asst Rider Educators

Team Riding Taken from the Team Riding Manual

 

PLANNING A TEAM  RIDE

Any project that is done well is usually well-planned. A good team

ride is planned well from the very beginning. All participants should be aware of

where they are going and how they are going to get there. The following considerations

are the bare-bones minimum in planning a successful team ride.

1. Choose the destination and the routes to and from.

2. Prepare a map for each rider in the group. Identify all points of interest

along the route that your group may like to visit or stop at.

3. Plan your teams. Consider who will be the Road Captains (Drag and Lead).

These two positions should be filled by individuals who have completed the

GWRRA Road Captain Course. The Drag position is the last bike in the group
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and the Lead position is the first bike in the group. These two positions work

together to keep the team in formation, coordinated, and safe. The main function

of the Drag in a Team Ride is to control the group by overseeing all team

riders and making sure a safe following distance (spacing) is kept within the team

and that the speed is comfortable and appropriate for keeping the team together.

The Drag also assists the Lead in any lane changes. If a bike breaks down or runs

into trouble during a ride, the Drag is the one who will stop and assist the individual.

The main function of the Lead is to control the group from the front by

setting and maintaining safe, consistent speeds, by providing direction relative to

the travel route or by managing the ride when the inevitable changes occur or

obstacles appear. The Lead is the primary decision maker during the ride. The

Lead is the first bike and therefore will first be aware of any hazards in the road,

slow drivers, or other obstacles that may impede the progress of the team. The

Lead works in conjunction with the Drag in lane changes by notifying the Drag when it is necessary for the team to change
lanes. As discussed later in this manual,

the Drag assists by securing safe lane changes for the team.

4. Discuss and agree on the speed that the team will travel. When discussing

this topic, you should always take into consideration first time bike riders, first

time team riders, and anyone who is uncomfortable at high speeds. The team

should accommodate these individuals and adjust speeds accordingly. If need be,

some individuals who prefer to ride at a higher speed, may want to form their

own team and ride on ahead. Splitting into more than one team is discussed later

in this manual as well.

5. Plan “pit” stops, photo opportunities, meals and other breaks. A wellplanned

and organized trip makes it more enjoyable for everyone in the team.

Again, consider the individuals in your team and try to meet their needs.

6. Consider each bike size and gas requirements. Team speed and travel distance

between breaks will be determined by the smallest bike of the group.

7. Team members should notify the Road Captains of their lane preference and

position, as well any other special needs or requirements. Road Captains will

take these notifications into consideration when arranging riders in the group for

the team ride.

BEFORE THE TEAM RIDE BEGINS

1. Every rider should start the ride with a full fuel tank. Most Gold Wings

burn fuel at approximately the same rate, however, plan fuel stops which will

allow a comfortable margin for bikes that may get lower fuel mileage (such as

sidecar rigs, trikes, or bikes pulling trailers). If smaller bikes with less fuel capacity

are included in the group, fuel stops must be planned within their comfortable



travel ranges.

2. Everyone should take a minute and check their machines for proper operating

conditions. Better still, use the MSF list (see Appendix A) to help you make

sure your bike is in peak riding condition. This list is also referred to as a

ÒTCLOCÓ. If your team has a Safety Specialist or MSF instructor, perhaps this

individual can help perform the safety and equipment checks with everyone.

Sometimes it is helpful for another person to look over your motorcycle. They

may catch something that you missed. It is not uncommon that someone else

will find unsafe conditions that you may have overlooked.

3. Everyone should carry essential tools, spares, equipment, and a first aid kit.

You should also consider special weather conditions and pack accordingly. Carry

water when riding in the hot summer. Carry rain gear for inclement weather

that may pop up. Carry warmer gear for colder riding conditions. Being dressed

comfortably will make for a more enjoyable and safer trip.

4. Memorize the Group Riding Hand Signals (see pages ? and ? in this brochure).

Group Riding Hand Signals are universal and assist those riders whose

bikes are not equipped with a C.B. radio. ItÕs important for Co-Riders to learn

these hand signals as well since they function as part of the team too.

5. All riders and co-riders should study the route map so all will know where

the group is going. Ask questions if anything is unclear.

6. Riders and co-riders should know the ride schedule, be on time, fueled up

and ready to go!

TEAM  RIDING TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES

Large groups of motorcycles (more than 5-7) may have a negative

impact on safety traffic flow and are more difficult to coordinate. Consequently,

it has been found that it is safer to break the large group into more manageable

teams. The optimal team size is considered to be 5 bikes, but should never be

more than 7. Each team rides apart from the other teams during the ride. It is

suggested that with more than one team, a minimum distance of a quarter mile

(approximately 15 second separation at 60 mph) be maintained between the

teams on expressways or highways. On two-lane roads this distance may need to

be increased. This allows better assimilation of the team(s) into the flow of traffic.

Have you ever tried to pass a group of 25 motorcycles? A team consisting of

5 motorcycles is more easily dealt with by the other motorists we share the road

with, is easier to maintain visual control over, and is better at coordinating the

ride.

TEAM  MANAGEMENT

Each team should have a Drag Rider and a Lead Rider. The Lead rides



at the front of the formation (Bike #1) while the Drag rides at the back (Bike

#5).

These two positions should be equipped with functioning C.B. radios.

Their responsibility is to communicate, coordinate, and maneuver the team in

formation safely through traffic, as a unit. The Drag and the Lead have joint responsibility

for the safety of the team and safe conduct of the ride.

A GOOD TEAM  MEMBER. . .

1. Assumes a responsibility to ride with and work with the other team members

for the safety and protection of the whole team while on the road, and especially,

while in traffic.

2. Maintains steady speed and spacing. Yo-Yoing or straggling behind disrupts

the rhythm and efforts of the other team members, and reduces the benefits of

riding as a team.

3. Stays alert and announces to the other team members any obstacle, condition

or potential situation which could become hazardous

to the team or a team member.

4. Will be aware of the other team members and

maintain the formation (staggered) and a safe riding

distance (spacing) between team members. Spacing

will be determined by the road, weather conditions,

and visibility.

ÒHOLESÓ left in the formation (large spacing

gaps between team members) invites aggressive

motorists driving at faster speeds to cut into the formation,

which may result in tailgating our teammate

ahead of us. This creates a very dangerous situation.

Each team member must protect the other by maintaining

the appropriate spacing.

REMEMBER: Pace yourself 1-second stagger,

and 2-seconds following distance behind the bike directly in

front of you. However, during darkness or inclement

weather, a 2-second stagger and a 4-second following

distance should be maintained to provide

an extra margin of safety. (See Figure 1)

TEAM  SEPARATION

Each team should be separated on the expressway

or highway by no less than 15 seconds allowing



sufficient room for other vehicles to safely pass a

team. Distances between teams traveling on two-lane

roads may need to be greater.

 

Continued next month

 

 

 

 

 

General Info

Get Together Last Sunday of the Month

Meeting Searles Bar & Grill located on Highway 15 south of New Ulm
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Chapter Director's Column

By Jonelle & Bob Keene

Spring is sprung and it is now May! The street sweepers have been hard at work cleaning the streets for us to ride again. Mother Nature
has given us some pretty nice days already to practice our riding skills.

 Our riding season will officially kick off on May 5th from our Ride Point in Oakdale. We will leave at 6:30 p.m. so be gassed and ready to
go. We will ride around the area and stop for food after and we will send out an email before each ride so if you are unable to attend the
ride but would like to join us for food please feel free to do so.

 We attended the Spring Ops meeting and got to check out the hotel for the District Rally. It is a really nice location and the room rates are
great. It is $89.00 a night. Please make your hotel reservations soon so we can fill up the hotel. There are 100 rooms and if they fill up the
other area hotel is the Holiday Inn that is holding rooms but they are $114 a night. It will be a fun time and I know our Chapter is planning
on riding to VetesnikÕs on Saturday to check out the festivities there also.

 After the long Winter and spending so many hours in the garage working on servicing our bikes we are looking forward to the riding
season. Bob works nights so he doesnÕt make it to the Tuesday rides but we will try to schedule some weekend rides so you know he is
still alive. His bike should be up and running for Dr. MudspringerÕs Open House on May 2nd. DonÕt forget to attend and show your support
for a local dealer. They serve great food at no cost and it is a good time to stand around and socialize and pick up some chrome. Bob & I
have been visiting them all Winter getting parts for both our bikes. We are happy to report that all 3 bikes he was servicing over the Winter
are running on their own and looking forward to some road time.

 We were pleased to have Kevin and Lori Higgin represent our Chapter this year as Chapter G Couple of the Year. 

 We are starting to put together an order for Chapter G shirts as previously discussed. If you are interested in shirts and are still out of
State send us an email to gwrra_mn_g@yahoo.com, and we will make sure we order shirts for you. This year we are going with a
different color than yellow. Currently are looking at Burgundy this year. The shirts are available in Tall sizes and large sizes also. The cost
if the shirt is $13.98 plus $10.00 for the logo and $5.00 to have your name embroidered on the shirt. Just indicate which sizes in your
email and I will get back to you.

 Ride safe and see you soon.

 

  From the Chapter Educator

By Al Hansen

From the Assistant Chapter Educator Kevin Higgin

 

As a rider, the burden is unfortunately on you to do something about being visible. We expect other drivers to watch out for motorcycles in
traffic, but because motorcycle riders are so vulnerable, we have the responsibility to make ourselves as visible as possible. In a multi-
vehicle crash, it's the rider's life-and-limb at stake, so it's the rider who must make the extra effort to stand out in traffic.

 The Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center (MMSC) has launched a public information campaign to raise awareness of motorcycle safety. 
This yearÕs theme is High-Viz.  They have 20 High Visibility tips listed; I will highlight the top ten.   Each tip is assigned a point value. The
more points a tip has, the more effective it will be at increasing your conspicuity. Your goal is to score as close to 10 points as possible

 Take a look at the Top 10 tips; each tip is a hyperlink to a detailed explanation on the MMSC Web Site.  Decide which tips make the
most sense to you, based on your riding experience and the type of riding you do, and adopt them into your riding style.  The quiz will give
you a place to start; then you can keep adding tips to your riding strategy until you reach 10.

 1. Fluorescent/Reflective Safety Vest  
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4 Points           Cost: $10-100    High-Viz is the New Black

The most effective tool that a rider can use to increase visibility is a simple, reflective safety vest.

 2. White Helmet 
3 points            Cost: $80-500    If You're Going to Wear a Helmet, Make It A White One

Another solid tool for making yourself visible to others is to wear a white helmet.

 3. Brightly Colored Jacket
2 points            Cost: $100-500  Show Your True Colors

For a rider's protection and visibility, a good jacket in a bright color such as red, orange, green, or yellow is a very smart choice.

 4. Strategic Lane Positioning 
2 points            Cost: $0                        High-Viz Strategy: Location, Location, Location

Careful positioning in traffic will do as much for your visibility as a high-viz jacket.

 5. Headlight Modulation 
1 point                         Cost: $50-150    Stand Out from the Crowd

Boost your frontal visibility in the area from 11:00 to 1:00 where most of your accident hazards come from.

 6. Flash Your Taillight 
1 point                         Cost: $0                        Use Your Stop Lamp to Your Advantage

Instead of just braking to slow or to stop, squeeze the brake lever several times to alert other drivers before you begin to slow.

 7. Reflective Materials 
1 point                         Cost: $5-75       Glow in the Dark

You can dramatically increase your visibility by using reflective materials on your helmet/bike to stand out at night.

 8. Movement 
1 point                         Cost: $0                        Use Motion to Stand Out

When youÕre riding towards or away from another driver, because you stay in the same general place in their field of vision, you may
eventually "disappear" from view, even though you are in plain sight.

 9. Auxiliary Driving Lights 
1 point                         Cost: $150-300  A Different Twist on Headlights

Auxiliary lights can make you more noticeable to other drivers.  

10. Hand Signals 
1 point                         Cost: $0                        Discover the Lost Art

Because traditional hand signals are so rare in traffic, they tend to get noticed by other drivers

   

May  Activity Calendar

             

2 Dr. Mudspringer's Open House - 8465 Plaza Blvd. NE Spring Lake Park, MN 55432

5 Tuesday Night Ride - Ride Point 6:30p.m.

12 Tuesday Get-Together- Gorman's Lake Elmo 6:00pm

19 Tuesday Night Ride - Ride Point 6:30p.m

26 Tuesday Night Ride - Ride Point 6:30p.m

  

  

  

Watch for scheduled lunches or dinners throughout the winter months  so we can keep in touch with each other

General Info

Social
2nd Tuesday of each month at Gorman's Restaurant - 11011 Stillwater Boulevard, Lake Elmo, MN
55043, Phone 651-770-2476, Upstairs back room at 6:00 PM

Ride Times Tuesday night rides leave at 6:30 p.m.

Ride Point
West of I-694 at MN Highway 5 and Hadley across from the Holiday Station in Oakdale. Be gassed and
ready to go at 6:30p.m.
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Chapter Director's Corner

By  Chapter Directors Frank & Marie Pierce

 

Here we are, May, and it is our start of the weekly rides.   We have waited a long time for the weather to cooperate.   We
did have our bikes out in April a couple of times.   The temps had been in the high 60Õs, and it was really warm for
riding.   Hope this continues now throughout the summer, and into the fall.   This winter seemed much longer than the
normal winters have been.   Nice to see the grass growing, flowers and trees budding and blooming, and the allergies

going crazy also.   We at Chapter I havenÕt been doing much this winter.   We held a CPR/First Aid class on April 4 th  in
Hibbing at the Salvation Army Bldg.   Kevin Heap conducted the class which was attended by 10 participants.   It was a
good class as all of us needed to be recertified, and Kevin did a great job refreshing us on the information and hands on
practices, and some new things since we last had the course

 May is full of things to do and places to go.   On our upcoming schedule we will be doing a Mall Show, participating in
the MN. Washout Program, and attending a few motorcycle classes.   These few things will keep us busy for a little while.  
We will also be attending the Open House at RJ Sports in Duluth when they set the date.   We will keep you informed.

 Chapter I is trying something different for our COY this year.   The couple has been selected.  

  

Rider Educator's Corner

By Mark & Bob

  Riding season is in full swing and so is the pothole season.   Be very aware of the dangers that are out on the highways
and the city streets.   Lots of gravel on the corners, and lots of construction going on.

 We will be attending a couple of motorcycle classes this May.   One class is being held on May 23 rd , in Inver Grove

Heights.   This is a Trike Course.   The other class is an ERC class to be held at the Eveleth Vo Tech School on May 30 th .  
We all need to retrain ourselves to the right riding habits.   We all know them, but sometimes we slip into the old, not
right way of riding.   A few of us are planning on attending the Road Captains Course in Bemidji  on June 13th.  Kevin
Heap will be conducting the session, and this will be a good class for all of us to attend.  Let us know if you are
interested in attending.  There are a few spots open.  Call either Mark ar 218-263-4522 or Frank at 218-254-4245, so we
can let them know how many are interested .

 The Mall Show will be held on May 2 nd  at the Central Square Mall in Grand Rapids .   If you would like to display your
motorcycle please be there by 9:30am.   We would like to see a lot of motorcycles there on display, and if you canÕt
display your motorcycle please try to come and look at them.   We will be on hand to explain as much as we know to you
about our motorcycles and the Gold Wing Road Riders Association.  

 We will also be participating in the MN Washout Program on May 16 th  at the Anchor Lake Rest Area.   This is to promote
Motorcycle Awareness, as May is Motorcycle Awareness Month.    Come and join us in washing windshields and visiting
with all of the people that stop there.    We will be there from 12:00noon until 3:00pm.    Hope the weather cooperates.

Until next time
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May  Schedule:

  May 2     Mall Show          Central Square Mall                   Grand Rapids                  9:30am

May 7       Bimbos              Dinner Ride                               Side Lake

May 14     K & B Drive In     Dinner Ride                              Eveleth

May 16     MN Washout       Anchor Lake                            Eveleth                      12:00Noon to 3:00pm

May 21     Meeting Night     Tim & Kathy's                           Calumet                    Pot Luck  218-247-7138

May 23      Trike Course      Inver Grove Heights

May 28      D J's                 Dinner Ride                              Balsam

May 30      ERC Class       Eveleth Tech School

June 4       T Pattenn Cafe     Dinner Ride                            Orr           

 

  April & May Birthdays:

4-2   Gerry Himle                             5-5    Larry Haugen

4-2    Art Stoeke                            5-7    Fran Zaren

4-5    Steve Fisher                         5-16  Peter Walls   

4-11   Larry McClain                       5-21   Kathy Zaren

4-16   Rosann Greig                       5-24   Dawn Sadler

4-16   Gail Oswald                         5-25   Marv Maki

4-18    Mary Maki                          5-25   Steve Spicer

4-30    Tim Zaren                          5-26    Ron Stenerson

 

Anniversaries:

4-5      Rudy & Elberta Christenson

4-15    Marv & Mary Maki

5-15    Fred & MJ Vine

5-28    Richard & Linda Booth

 

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all who are celebrating.  If you would like us to put your name in the article please let us know when
your birthday & anniversary is and we will put it in print.  Just email it to Frank at fmpierce@wildblue.net

General Info

Get-together 3rd Thursday of the month

Ride Point
Meet at Hometown Family Restaurant (Old Country Kitchen) on the beltline, Hwy 169 North in the
Graysher Shopping Center, across from Holiday gas station Hibbing.  Full tank, empty bladder.  Leave
6:00 p.m. sharp.

mailto:fmpierce@wildblue.net
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Corner

By Jim & Laura Anderson

Hello Winger,

 Surprise, we are still alive here in S.W. Minnesnowta.

 Riding season is trying to start,  I wish Mother Nature  would cooperate.

 Chapter-L is working on a trip to Tulsa this year. Things are starting to 

come together. The snow birds have come to roost, and asking where to? 

 Hopefully we can plan a full summer. We'll talk again later.

  

Rider Educator's Corner

By XYZ

Article here

Activity Calendar

  

  

  

  

  

Birthdays

  

  

  

  

  

Anniversaries

  

  

  

  

  

General Info
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Get-together
The third Friday of each month we meet at The Pizza Ranch in Luverne at 6:30 for a short meeting and
conversation.

Ride Point
Chapter "L" rides are Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and at least one Saturday of each month.  All rides begin
at Those Blasted Things and Gift Shop 924 S. Kniss Ave. Luverne MN.  Tuesday rides are shorter
supper rides while Saturday rides are longer and may involve an overnight stay; please call for details

 



MN District, Chapter N

 
Breakfast Social Location:
Khoury's
5660 Bishop Ave Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 651-451-3880 http://www.khourys.com/
 
Ride Point:
Super America at the Corner of Diffley and Hwy 13 Ð Burnsville
 

May 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter N News

By Byron Patterson

  

April 18 th  was the highway cleanup that we do along with several other clubs.   We had 19 people take time out of their
busy weekends to help clean and we finished the cleanup in less than one hour.   

Starting Wednesday, May 6 th , we will begin with our weekly dinner/dessert rides.   This will last through September.   We
are looking for volunteers to lead some of the Wednesday night rides.   When you lead the ride you get to decide where
we are going.   Contact Joy Mattson to sign up for a ride.   You can reach her at 952-930-3970.

From the Chapter Educator

By Bill Eslinger

The Stats for 2008 are in.   In Minnesota , there are 225,000 registered motorcycles. Last year, we lost 75 fellow riders
and another 1500 injured. This year hasnÕt started much better. Already on Easter weekend, we lost two and another
two severely injured.

The motorcycle season has just started. We all have to get used to our bikes again. Take it easy the first few times you
are out. LetÕs do everything we can to get these horrible numbers down in
2009                                                                                                               

Judy and I have just returned from the Spring Ops. meeting in Winona . What a wonderful place. The meeting was a busy
time planning events, dinners, etc. to ensure a wonderful District Rally. I can tell you that the hotel is wonderful! They
are bending over backwards to accommodate us in every way. Judy and I were very surprised in every way. As most of
you know, Winona  is filled with beauty and excitement and they are receiving us with a great WELCOME. Judy and I are
convinced that the District Rally will be filled with exciting fun filled events. Please mark you calendars and get your
request in early! This will be an event you donÕt want to miss.

  

May Activity Calendar

2 Mudspringer's Open House

9 10:00 MN Washout- Meet at MotoPrimo/Lakeville

16 MotoPrimo/ Lakeville Anniversary Sale

16 10:00am Ride

30 8:30am Breakfast Social
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General Info

Every Wednesday at 6:30pm meet at the ride point for a dinner/dessert ride

Breakfast Social Khoury's 5660 Bishop Ave Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076, 651-451-3880 http://www.khourys.com/

Ride Point SuperAmerica at the Corner of Diffley and Hwy 13 - Burnsville

http://www.khourys.com/
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 May 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From the Chapter Director

By: Jerry & Marcia Sands

Finally it is riding season AGAIN!

As of April 14th we have not officially taken a ride on our Gold Wing yet this year.  However, I did change the oil, check the tires, and wash off the dust
and a few bugs, remnants of last yearÕs riding season that seems so long ago.  So, hopefully the last half of April we will be riding and by May the riding
season will be in full swing. 

In addition to our weekly Thursday night rides, I see looking at the chapter schedule for May we have MudspringersÕ open house, our Chapter O Òparking
lot practiceÓ riding day, a Winona ride to check out routes for the State Rally, the Chapter Q and Chapter S fundraisers, and our Memorial Day weekend
Sunday Brunch ride are all scheduled.  That should provide us all plenty of opportunities to get some miles on with our group and additional miles on our
own.  Hopefully we will all be able to ride to our May social as well.  And letÕs not forget the impromptu Saturday after breakfast rides when no other ride
is scheduled.  So ride Ôem while you can, October seems to come all too soon, and is only 6 months away!

One of the things we have talked about over the years is WisconsinÕs Rustic Roads, so for those of you who are interested in this please read the
information below from their website and get a little background on them.  Of course riding to these special roads is often a pleasure all its own.  I know
weÕve traveled several of these on our group rides over the last couple of years!

 

Wisconsin's Rustic Roads:  a positive step backward

Creation

The Wisconsin Legislature established the Rustic Roads program in 1973 to help citizens and local units of government preserve what remains of
Wisconsin's scenic, lightly traveled country roads.

Unique brown and yellow signs mark the routes of all officially-designated Rustic Roads. These routes provide bikers, hikers, and motorists an opportunity
to leisurely travel through some of Wisconsin's scenic countryside. For motorcyclists, Wisconsin offers a special Rustic Roads award program. 

A small placard beneath the Rustic Roads sign identifies each Rustic Road by its numerical designation within the total statewide system. Each Rustic Road
is identified by a 1- to 3-digit number assigned by the Rustic Roads Board. To avoid confusion with the State Trunk Highway numbering, a letter "R"
prefix is used such as R50 or R120. The Department of Transportation pays the cost of furnishing and installing Rustic Roads marking signs.

An officially designated Rustic Road shall continue to be under local control. The county, city, village or town shall have the same authority over the Rustic
Road as it possesses over other highways under its jurisdiction.

A Rustic Road is eligible for state aids just as any other public highway.

What is a Rustic Road?

To qualify for the Rustic Road program, a road:

should have outstanding natural features along its borders such as rugged terrain, native vegetation, native wildlife,
or include open areas with agricultural vistas which singly or in combination uniquely set this road apart from other
roads.

should be a lightly traveled local access road, one which serves the adjacent property owners and those wishing to
travel by auto, bicycle, or hiking for purposes of recreational enjoyment of its rustic features.

should be one neither scheduled nor anticipated for major improvement which would change its rustic
characteristics.

should have, preferably, a minimum length of 2 miles and, where feasible, should provide a completed closure or
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loop, or connect to major highways at both ends of the route.

A Rustic Road may be dirt, gravel or paved road. It may be one-way or two-way. It may also have bicycle or hiking paths adjacent to or incorporated in the
roadway area.

The maximum speed limit on a Rustic Road has been established by law at 45 mph. A speed limit as low as 30 mph may be established by the local
governing authority.

 

Even Better hereÕs something you may not know about WisconsinÕs Rustic Roads 

Award program for motorcyclists

It seems as if rustic roads were especially designed for motorcycles! Wisconsin has a large system of lightly traveled asphalt or gravel roads highlighting the
state's natural beauty. 

Presently, Wisconsin has 107 marked Rustic Roads covering over 600 miles in 56 counties. Travel 10 of these roads and you'll be eligible for a Rustic
Roads Motorcycle Tour patch. 25 Rustic Roads qualifies you for a special state certificate.

You need to travel at least 10 of the Rustic Roads for a patch and 25 or more of the roads for a certificate.

To verify participation, have your picture taken with your bike in front of the Rustic Road numbered sign. If solo, just your bike needs to be in front of the
numbered sign. Once you assemble the minimum number of photos (10 or 25), forward them to the Wisconsin Motorcycle Safety Program for a patch
and/or certificate. Paper or electronic photos can be submitted. There is no time limit, and group photos are acceptable.

For more information on Rustic Roads, the awards program or to submit proof of ride photos, contact:

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Bureau of Transportation Safety
Motorcycle Safety Program
P.O. Box 7936
Madison, WI 53707-7936
(800) 368-9677
barbara.ofstie@dot.state.wi.us

So what do you say Chapter-O how about we get as many of these roads as we can and go for the patch and even the certificate for as many

members as possible!

 

Defensive Drivng

By Pat Beck

EducatorÕs Corner Ð May 3 rd  Classes

We are going to try something new and host a parking lot practice class on Sunday, May 3 rd  in Coon Rapids  starting at
10:00 AM . We have tried to do spring ERCs a little earlier, and invariably it is cold and raining (or snowing). Our hope
this year is to get everyone to learn some new things about riding (or at least dust off some of the essential skills that
may not be as second nature after the winter). A Road CaptainÕs Course will be offered after we do the parking lot skills
practice. Co-Riders are encouraged to attend these events.

 Remember to wear all your safety gear which includes a helmet, long sleeve shirt/jacket, over the ankle footwear, gloves
and long pants. There will be a $10.00 per bike charge which will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House.

 We will be meeting at the Hitching Post at 3050 Coon Rapids Blvd.  in Coon Rapids . Please e mail me at
wacker3640@yahoo.com  if you will be attending so we can plan accordingly.

  

  May  Activity Calendar

2 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

2 Mudspringer's Open House

2 Trimble's Open House - Austin, MN

3 10:00 AM MN-O ERC Class Hitching Post Coon Rapids

7 6:30 Dinner Ride. Meet at Ride Point  

9 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

14 6:30 PM Dinner Ride. Meet at Ride Point

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/scenic/maps.htm
mailto:barbara.ofstie@dot.state.wi.us
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/Rustic%20Road%2071.jpg
mailto:wacker3640@yahoo.com
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map


16 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

16 Ch. Q round Up/Winona Dinner Rides test ride - see Jerry

17 ERC Rain Date

17 Ch. S Fundraiser

21 6:30 Dinner Ride. Meet at Ride Point  

23 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

24 Sunday Brunch Ride - Pat Beck

28 6:30 PM Dinner Social @ BackRoads

30 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

General Info

Chapter Website Log on to www.gwrramno.com  for the latest info on where to meet.

Ride Point  

http://www.gwrramno.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Chatter

By: Lee & Patti Kessler

Start Seeing Motorcycles!  The bikes are out and weÕve got a few rides in already.  The itch has been scratched!  Funny
how one forgets the time involved in getting ready to ride, the dressing properly: helmet, gloves, boots, plugging in,
forgetting to unplug.  But, you know what?  ItÕs worth it.

 Thanks to those that helped man the GW table at MoonÕs Open House in April Ð Mike, Don, and Shed.  We were able to
talk to some old friends and made a few new ones.  Hopefully we created more awareness for GW.

 Thanks also to Kevin for being our April speaker on the Team Riding program.  Our May 13th speaker will be Kay
Johnson from North Memorial Hospice.  Our Chapter supports the Hospice program by donating the proceeds from the
Memorial Loon Run.  This yearÕs event will be held on Saturday, August 1 beginning at QÕs ride point by the CulverÕs at
Bass Lake Road and 494; start times are 10, 10;30, and 11 am.  Kay was very enlightening last year as to how the
hospice program works and the benefits it offers, so please come out and support her, the hospice program, and our
Chapter.

 DonÕt forget, Saturday, May 16 is our annual fund raiser.  The Roundup will again be held at Thorson Park in Maple Grove
beginning at 11 am.  Mark and Lynn Privette have accepted the job of chairing the event and are doing a great job with
the project.  Our sincere thanks to them.  We can always use more help in preparing before, during and after, so if you
can help in any way, please call Mark, Lynn, or one of us to volunteer your time. 

 

Rider Educator

By Gus Hageman

  

It is spring and our chapter rides have started. If you missed the April social you missed a good
presentation on group riding put on by Kevin Heap. Here are a few of the points covered.  When you arrive
at the ride point you should be on time and have a full tank of fuel and an empty bladder. Don't make
others wait while you tend to things the other riders have already taken care of.  Have the right clothing
you will need for the ride. You may need rain gear or extra layers for the evening temperature, especially
in the spring and fall. Don't forget to bring any meds you need to take during the day and sun screen if
you need it. Before the ride leaves, decide which track you want to ride in. If you have a preference, get
into that position.  Ride your own ride. In other words, don't take curves at speeds faster than you are
comfortable with.  Follow the leader and pass on any hand signs for the people without CBs. 

 

Recipe

WASSAIL - (SPICED CIDER)

By:  Kevin Heap

 !  GAL.  APPLE CIDER
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1 PINT (2 CUPS) CRANBERRY COCKTAIL

!  CUP SUGAR

1 tsp. AROMATIC BITTERS

1 tsp. WHOLE ALLSPICE

2 STICKS CINNAMON

1 ORANGE

WHOLE CLOVES

 PEEL ORANGE AND STUD THE SECTIONS (LEAVING ORANGE WHOLE) WITH THE WHOLE CLOVES.  

IN A CROCK POT, COMBINE THE REMAINING INGREDIENTS AND ADD THE ORANGE w/ CLOVES.  SET CROCK POT
ON HIGH FOR 1 HOUR AND THEN REDUCE HEAT TO LOW FOR 3 TO 4 HOURS.  (HEATING OPTION – WE USE AN
OLD 30 CUP COFFEE MAKER TO MAKE IT EASIER TO LET PEOPLE SERVE THEMSELVES WITHOUT THE MESS OF A
LADLE

May Activity Calendar

2 Breakfast at Carol's

6 Weekly Ride - Victoria DQ

9 Breakfast at Dehn's

13 Social - Angeno's

16 Breakfast at Dehn's

16 Chapter Q Round Up

20 Weekly Ride - Monticello Culvers

23 Breakfast at Dehn's

23 Chapter Q Dinner- Don Pablo's

23 Trike ERC

24 Trike ERC

27 Weekly Ride- Delano Drive Inn (Peppermint Twist)

30 Breakfast at Dehn's

May Birthdays

2 Bob Frazee

7 Patricia Holmes

11 Jack Johnson

13 Robin Hyde

13 Mike Looby

22 Rita Schlosser

23 Bob Cartwright

24 Pat Warnke

25 Scott Wunderlich

31 Joe Van Orsdol

  

May  Anniversaries

6 Dick & Nancy Stewart

6 Mark & Lynn Privette

14 Shedrick & Pat Holmes

15 Ian & Tara Gibbs

16 Dan & Nancy Meister

General Info

Socials
Angeno's Pizza & Pasta in downtown Maple Grove - 13588 80th Circuit, Maple Grove (next to Mann
Theater)

Ride Point
Mall parking lot behind the Conoco Station and Cluvers on Bass Lake Road, 2 blocks east of the I-494
intersection.
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From Your Chapter Director

By Assistant Chapter Director's Roy & Carol Bremseths

It is now time for the May newsletter and finally time to get the bikes out for some fun filled rides.
May 2nd TrimbleÕs has their open house.  Chapters R, please remember to bring a pan of bars
for this event.
May 16th Chapter Q has their round up, and Chapter R has their social at Trails Travel Center at
5 pm.  Chapter S has their annual Spring Fling on the 17th.  Please note: they will be at
Morehouse Park this year instead of the fairgrounds.  Registration begins at 10:00 am.
May 22nd, 23rd, and 24th, Chapter R has their first camping weekend at Eagle Cliff Campground
near Lanesboro. For more information please call Todd Newkirk.
We hope to see you all at these events.  Enjoy the long awaited riding weather and remember to
be safe and have fun.

From Your Chapter Educator

By Elmer & Lisa Holz

ItÕs May and time to ride.   So ready, set, go!   Right?  Sorry Ð the answer is wrong, especially if you did not pay any attention to your
motorcycle over the winter months in terms of maintenance. 

When is the last time you checked your brakes and it does not count that they stopped you the last time you rode.  How much braking life
is left?  What about your tires, just because they have 30,000 miles per manufacture specifications and you have only driving 10,000 does
not mean that they are in great shape. Examine your tires and look for uneven wear or maybe your new puppy has been using your
motorcycle tires as a chew toy. In any case, examine them carefully. 

When is the last time you changed your oil?  Remember oil is the motorcycleÕs friend and yours too if you want to enjoy long rides without
breaking down.

Do all your lights still work?  CB? How about the jacks for your helmet Ð can you hear your co-rider?  As for your helmet Ð how long has
it been since you purchased it?  Recommended helmet life is only four years and then it is time to replace them. Oh you say your helmet
is from 10 years ago but in perfect shape. Again you are wrong, wear and tear occurs from the weather, sun and letÕs be honest Ð IÕm
sure you have accidentally dropped your helmet a few times. If you have a face shield Ð examine how many scratches and if the view is
clear. My face shield due to not using soap & water to clean it has a permanent film which causes me to see a haze every time I ride.

Now Ð you are ready to ride once all these matters are taken care of. Remember ride safe!

May Activity Calendar

2 Trimble's Open House - Bring a pan of Bars        

10 Mother's Day        

16 Chapter Social @ Trails - 5:00pm      

16 Chapter Q Round Up      

17 Chapter S Spring Fling      

Minnesota Journal
A Publication of the Minnesota District - Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Home/District News

Chapter B

Chapter C

Chapter G

Chapter I

Chapter L

Chapter N

Chapter O

Chapter Q

Chapter R

Chapter S

Chapter V

 

 

 

 

http://www.mngwrra.us/html/ChapterInfo.html#ChapR
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/default.html


23-25 Camping Weekend    

     

     

     

     

June  Activity Calendar

6 Orphanage Tour 1:00pm - Hy-Vee lunch at 11:00 & leave at noon

10 Dodge Center DQ- leave @ 5:30

14 Roy's Boat Ride

25 Dick's Chicken Ride to Grafton-leave @6:00

27 Grand Meadow Parade -line up @ 1:00- ride to follow

  

  

  

  

May  Birthdays

13 Deb Thorson

15 Bob Belden

  

  

  

  

  

  

May Anniversaries

1 Brad & Gayle Harig

  

General Info

Ride Point Albert Lea HyVee - Bridge Ave
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter Director:           Blaine & Brenda Benson

Phone:                         507-527-2423

Email Address:               bcbenson@myclearwave.net

Asst. Chapter Director:    Bruce & Susan Hemphill

Phone:                          507-330-8350

Email Address:                2blue4fun@charter.net            

From The Chapter Directors

By Blaine and Brenda Benson

In hopes that cool weather is over, itÕs time to remember those safety courses that we took and safety articles we read
when the weather was cold.

 April 17 th  we had 24 members for our Supper Ride to Old Town Tavern in Morristown .   The weather had cooperated
with 69 degrees.   What fun we had!   It was great to finally get riding again.  

May is a very full and busy month.   Missouri Õs District Rally in Branson the first weekend.   TrimbleÕs Open House on the

2 nd  also, Chapter QÕs Fundraiser the 16 th  and our Chapter S Õs Fundraiser on Sunday the 17 th  at Morehouse Park in
Owatonna.

 WeÕre finally getting out and riding now, but remember that large farm machinery is out there and on the move also.  
Ride safe!

 

 From Your Chapter Educator

By Guest Safety Writer: Bruce Hemphill

I would like to pass along an experience that I had encountered.   Last month while I was unloading my 2002 Ð 1800
Gold Wing from the trailer for the Austin  Mall  show, I damaged the coolant overflow tank.    Not sure what was going to
happen to the engine or what I should do, I shut off the motor and pushed the motorcycle into the mall for the show.  
Thankfully, I had an appointment with TrimbleÕs after the show to do a spring check up and I was able to have this
repaired fairly quickly.

 When we dropped of the motorcycles at TrimbleÕs and talked with them about the overflow tank, they informed us that
since this was an overflow tank we could have been alright to run the motor and ride the cycle as long as we monitored
our engine gage as not to let the engine get too hot.    

I figured this would be a great piece of information to share amongst my friends so if this would happen to them they
would know that they could ride the motorcycle to the nearest Honda dealer or perhaps even finish out the trip that they
are on.   Ride Safe: Be aware of your surroundings.

    

May Activity Calendar

1-3 Missouri District Rally - Branson, MO
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2 Breakfast at Double D Diner/Faribault-9:00a.m.

2 Trimble's Open House

4 Monday night St. Clair Ride In's - Leon Ellis

16 Chapter Q's Fundraiser -meet at Double D's to ride up there

17 Chapter S Fundraiser - Morehouse Park, Owatonna-11:00am *note change in location

20 Ice Cream run- DQ- Dodge Center-7:00pm

30 Ride to Supper- The Purple Goose- Janesville - approx 4;00pm

NOTE: Boat Ride with Chapter R on June 14th

May Birthdays

4 Judy Lambert

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



MN District, Chapter V
<picture goes here>

May 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From the Chapter Director

By Larry Conley

Here we are into May and the riding is under way. Hopefully we will not have a spring like last year, raining just about
every weekend. The Mall show should be history by now and with Larry G and Don H doing the organization I know that
everything is under control.

Dan and Lorna along with Al and Sue Grove, Rod and Cathy Olson and Elliott and Gerry Groenwold done a great job
getting the ride schedule finished. It should be in print by then. We added another   weekday ride this year to the
schedule and changed the weekend rides with a couple of exceptions, the additional weekday ride is Tuesday and the

weekend rides are 1 st  and 3 rd  Sundays, the exceptions will be a couple Saturday rides combined with ND Chapter D. I
think when you see the ride schedule you will be as excited to get the bike rolling and get with it.

Saturday May 16 th  has been set up for the Washout at the Moorhead Rest area; we will get more information out as the
date nears. This year North Dakota  is having their washout day the same day.

LetÕs have a great and safe riding season.

 

From the Chapter Educator

By

The month of May always has its own unique challenges to riding safety.   But in the wake of a brutal winter and our
current flooding, this year promises to be even more problematic.

 We are always confronted with sand and gravel that was spread on icy streets and parking lots before rain and
sweepers can clear it.   The earthen and sand bag dikes compound the hazards.   Some dikes are constructed on the
roadways, so traffic is constricted.   Should the clay become wet and erode onto the road surface, it could become very
slippery.   With trucks hauling clay and sandbags, our roads are littered with debris to be avoided.  

 It will take weeks for the overland flood waters to drain and the river again to be confined within its banks.   Soon the
cleanup will start which will further complicate conditions.   Already some sandbags which are no longer needed here are
being shipped to communities west of us to assist in their efforts.   Should a sandbag fall to the road and be struck by a
passing vehicle, the results could be deadly.

 The rural areas did not have the resources or manpower to erect protective dikes, turning entire sections into a vast
trout pond.   When these flood waters drain, substantial damages to the rural roads will be revealed.   Until we return to
some semblance of normality in metro or rural areas, extra vigilance will be required.    
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May Anniversaries

  

  

General Info
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Ask for block of rooms listed as 
Goldwing Road Riders Association  

HOST HOTEL 
Express Suites Riverport Inn 

900 Bruski Dr 
Winona, MN 55987 
1-800-595-0606 

http://www.riverportinn.com/ 
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ALTERNATE HOTEL 
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---------------------------------------------- 

Rider_____________________________________ 

GWRRA#_______________Exp.______________ 

Rider/Co-Rider_____________________________ 

GWRRA#_______________Exp.______________ 

Address___________________________________ 

City___________________St.______Zip________ 

Chapter_______Tel.# (    _    )_________________ 

GWRRA Member    $15.00x____=$________ 

Non-Member            $20.00x____=$________ 

All After June 30th    $20.00x____=$________ 

Under 15 Free                      x____=     FREE 
 
Day passes (per person)          $15.00 
 
Rally T-Shirts: (order by July 10, 2009) 
SM___ Med___ LG ___ XL ___ 
                   $15.00 each   x_____ = $________ 

XXL___ XXXL___ 
                    $18.00 each x______= $________ 

Small selection of each size will be available 
at the door (first come, first serve) at $20.00 ea 
 
Minnesota District Caps: 
                   $15.00 each   x_____   = $________ 
 
TOTAL REGISTRATIONS --------- $________ 

TOTAL SHIRTS & CAPS------------ $________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED ---------------- $________ 

Make checks out to: 
MINNESOTA GWRRA  

FRIDAY & SATURDAY  

Guided Tour Riding including: 
National Eagle Center, Wabasha, MN 

Rider Ed and LTD Seminars 

On Bike and Off Bike Games 

Bike & Mascot Show 

Escorted Dinner Rides both evenings 

SATURDAY (Only) 

Guided or Self Guided tour to 
 VetesnikÕs Open House 

 
All schedule items subject to change 

 

I/We agree to conform to and comply with the ideals 
governing this rally, and I/We further agree to hold 
harmless GWRRA, co-sponsoring organizations, or 
any property owner or owners for any loss or injury to 
self or property in which I/We may become involved 
by reason of participation in this Rally. 
 
I have read this entry form and agree to above: 
 
Rider____________________________________ 
Signature 
Rider/Co-Rider_____________________________ 
Signature 
 
 

RALLY COORDINATORS 

Kevin & Cindy Heap 
10065 4th Street NE 

Hanover, MN. 55341 
763-477-6579 

klheap@comcast.net 
 

Bruce & Barb Beeman 
1910 7th Ave NE. 

Austin, MN.  55912 
507-433-4286 

bbeeman@smig.net 
 

 

Send completed Registration form to: 

Tom & Sue Brennan 
11424 Xenia Ave North 
Champlin, MN 55316 

763-421-6104 
tsbrennan@comcast.net 



 
 
 
May 2
Dr. MudspringerÕs
8465 Plaza Blvd. NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432
Phone 763-785-2191 or 888-785-2191
Web site:  http://www.drmudspringer.com/
e-mail at:  mudspringer@eschelon.com
 
Hours are 9:00am Ð 4:00pm - Again this year we will have Representatives from many of our product lines on hand to answer
questions and show new products.
 
Pinstriping by Lynus (chickenschratchin.com) will also be here to add that special art to your bike if you want Lynus to
pinstripe your bike, please e-mail or call him @701-772-2390 for an appointment.
 
Lunch will be served and we will have drawings for door prizes, so please come on by and have some fun rain or shine!
 
 
 
 
May 2
TrimbleÕs Cycle  Center
900 10th Drive SE
Austin, MN 55912
Phone 507-437-6661 or 866-874-6253
Web site:  http://www.trimbles.com/
e-mail at:  trimblesxp@charter.net
 
 
May 17
Trikes Bikes & Autos
2250 Hwy 60 W 
Faribault MN, 55021
Phone 507-332-0970
web site:  http://www.tbafaribault.com/
e-mail at:  trikesbikes@gmail.com
 
Hot Dogs Ð Chips Ð Lemonade
Lynus (chickenschratchin.com) will also be here to pinstripe your trike or bike.  Call us for pinnstripping
507-332-0970 / 507-210-6502
 
June 20-21
Timm's Trikes Inc.
117 West Circle Drive
St. Charles, MN 55972
PH. (507) 932-3477
Web site:  http://www.timms-trikes.com
e-mail at:  jtimm@timmstrikes.com
 
 
Hitching Post   - Open House / Customer Appreciation Day (Dates & Locations below)
http://www.hponline.com
 
There will be free food and drink as well as some type of promotional event or sale attached to the open houses.  We also
plan to incorporate a short, one to two hour ride out of the Hopkins and Fridley location on the day of their respective open
house.
 
In addition to the open house events, Hitching Post invites you and your group to join us for an afternoon of riding followed by
a BBQ lunch at our dealership.  All the rides are scheduled to depart at 11am on the date of the ride and will run
approximately 1-3 hours depending on the ride destination and/or theme.  Coffee and bagels / doughnuts will be available to
participants to Òfuel upÓ on prior to the ride.  Here are the ride dates and locations:

 

http://www.hponline.com/
http://www.drmudspringer.com/
mailto:mudspringer@eschelon.com
http://www.trimbles.com/
mailto:trimblesxp@charter.net
http://www.tbafaribault.com/
mailto:trikesbikes@gmail.com
http://www.timms-trikes.com/
mailto:jtimm@timmstrikes.com


 
May 16th Ð Coon Rapids
June 13th Ð So. St. Paul
July 11th Ð Hopkins
August 1st Ð Fridley
August 22nd Ð Coon Rapids
September 19th Ð So. St. Paul
October 10th Ð Fridley
 
If you or any of your members would be interested in leading a ride or helping in any other way, please let me know as we
are always looking for volunteers to help ensure a safe and enjoyable ride.
 
 
July 11th

Hopkins  Hitching Post (See Added Info Below)
350 17th Ave N
Hopkins, MN 55343
952-933-9649
gmhph@hponline.com
 
July 18th

South St. Paul  Hitching Post (See Added Info Below)
103 N Concord Exchange
South St Paul, MN 55075
651-451-2521
gmhps1@hponline.com
 
July 25th

Coon Rapids Hitching Post (See Added Info Below)
3050 Coon Rapids Blvd
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
763-421-8701
gmhpc@hponline.com
 
August 1st

Fridley  Hitching Post (See Added Info Below)
7651 Highway 65 NE
Fridley, MN 55432
763-502-9400
gmhpm@hponline.com
 

mailto:gmhpm@hponline.com
mailto:gmhph@hponline.com
mailto:gmhps1@hponline.com
mailto:gmhpc@hponline.com
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Dealer Open Houses

Shirt Ad

On November 15, 2008 Region launched Project Educate.  The shirts were designed for the sole purpose of being
“eye catching’ and to deliver a message to motorists: “Save Lives – Look For Motorcycles”. Funds generated from shirt
sales will be utilized to maintain the production and sales of advertising shirts. At the same time, it will generate
revenues to support the educational aspects of Motorist Awareness. The shirts are ‘Jerzees’ brand 50/50
cotton/polyester blend. They contain the slogan “Start Seeing Motorcycles” on the left breast. The rear has a 3-color
design logo and slogan.

This project is of great importance, not to just Region E, but to GWRRA as a whole. MSF has told us the Region was
awarded a grant to start the program because, “It is a very innovative concept.” They also stated, “We will be
monitoring this project very closely and we are interested in its outcome.” If successful, this project will open the door
to future grants and project possibilities for our association. It is also our opportunity to have an impact with the rest of
the motorcycling community, not to mention having a real impact on motorist awareness. ‘Project Educate’ also gives
every GWRRA member, along with their family and friends, an opportunity to participate in motorist awareness with
very little effort.

The wearing of these
shirts has the ability
to reach countless
numbers of
motorists.

 

 

 

 

 

 Use this link or paste the address into your web browser to find the shirt order form at the Region E web
site:  http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/PDF/projedord.pdf

 

http://www.gwrra-region-e.org/PDF/projedord.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Colette/Documents/My%20Web%20Sites/MN-B.html
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http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/2009Regform.pdf
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http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/Shirt%20Ad.htm

