
March 2009

From Your District Director

By Kevin & Cindy Heap

As I write this article, there is a winter storm warning for the day after tomorrow and Cindy is across the table from me working on the
Rider Ed quilt for the District Rally.  It looks like it will be a great piece to snuggle up in on a cold night.

 Regardless of the weather today, by the end of this month many of us will be thinking of getting the bikes out for their Spring tune up,
tires or just a good cleaning so they are ready to go in April.  Don’t forget that for some of us we need to make sure the trailer is ready to
go also.  This week my wheels came back with new tires and bearings from Bushtec.  Now it is time to lube the suspension and check the
lights.

 Under past news, it was a treat to see quite a few of you at the International Motorcycle Show.  The folks that worked with me at the
booth did a lot of talking and handed out a lot of info.  We did not collect a lot of new paid member apps, but the public that did stop by
spent more time listening and seemed more interested in finding a riding group to join that in past years. 

There is reason to hope that we will be announcing a new place or two to add to the calendar this summer as we get close to introducing
one or two new chapters.  I can’t officially mention them yet, but I hope to do so next month.

 In the meantime, we have some business and planning to do.  Specifically, the District Spring Operations (Ops) meeting.  The Ops is our
rally planning session where and the time we introduce the rally facility to all the Chapter Officers.  This year the Ops will be on Saturday,
March 28, 2009 at the Riverport Inn, 900 Bruski Dr, Winona, MN 55987 - (507) 452-0606

 We have a block of room set aside and the room rate will be $68 + Tax.  The block is for both Friday and Saturday nights for those that
may wish to make the weekend of it.  Make sure to ask for the Goldwing road Rider’s block.   I really encourage the Chapter Directors to
attend if they can and to invite as many of their staff as can make it.  The meeting will need to fall back to the old hours of coffee at 8:30
AM and try to get down to business by 9:00 AM. 

For those that attend the Ops meeting, you will get an early look at the rally quilt.

 

District Educator's Corner

By Pete & Laura Winter 

ItÕs a fact of lifeÉ. Motorists donÕt look for motorcycles. They look for other cars and they look for children. They look for
bicyclists, 18 wheelers, trains, ambulances, heck they even look for deer and dogs but they just donÕt look for motorcycles.
ThatÕs why we need to look out for cars. We need to expect that they will not see us.

 We need to do everything in our power to get noticed, like wearing reflective clothing, always using our headlights and turn
signals and positioning ourselves in our lane for greater visibility. We need to try and make eye contact with the other drivers
at an intersection before we pull away from a stop sign. We need to be aware of a vehicleÕs blind spots and do our best to
stay out of them. WeÕve all driven behind a semi that has a sign that says ÒThis vehicle makes wide right turns.Ó My favorite
reminder was a semi that had ÒEl PasoÓ on the left side and ÒEl CrunchoÓ on the right. It made me laugh but it got the point
across!  

 You know, the International Motorcycle Show was a couple weeks ago so spring canÕt be far away. WeÕll be re-introducing
our motorcycles to the other drivers on the road soon. They havenÕt had to notice us for several months so be careful and ride
aware. We hope to continue to enjoy your company for many years to come!
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 Remember ATGATT! All The Gear, All The Time!

 

District Leadership Trainer

By: Brian & Tammy Anderson

   The success of any FUNdraiser is usually judged by the profit that it produces.  A group’s needs resources combined

with the right FUNdraiser and total group participation will result in achieving maximum profit.  Things to remember to

keep it FUN…

•         Focus on a common cause

•         Understand FUNdraising FUNdamentals

•         ‘Ngage your members in the process

Why do we do fundraising?  The main reason is to provide money for the chapter operation or for other organizations or

just to feel like you are making a difference in your community.  The money can be used for events or subsidizing events

for the chapter members or you can raise money for an organization that may need additional funding.  Some key things

to do:

•         Start with a goal $$$$

•         Consider expenses vs. profits

•         Create a budget

•         Donations are your best friend

•         Create a timeline & action plan

There are many ways to do fundraising.  Some examples would be:

á        Poker runs

á        Mall shows

á        Car Wash

á        Raffle tickets

á        Food donations

á        Chapter fundraisers/picnics

Just to name a few.  I am sure you all have ideas on how to raise money for a good cause.  Being creative with your

time and ideas on what to do to raise money is half the fun of fundraisers.  Good Luck this year with your events!

  Tammy Anderson

LTD MN District Director

District Motorcycle Awareness Division

By: Bill & Judy Eslinger

 

After months of cold winds, blowing snow, and below zero temperatures, the last few days have given us a glimmer of hope
that spring might be coming before long.

 I know since the day we put our bikes away last fall, we have all been waiting and waiting, and waiting for the first chance
that we can break them out of the moth balls and sneak in just a little ride. I even had the insane thoughts of going around the
block without Judy knowing about it, but with my luck she would know and I would be in the dog house for the summer.

 I think we all are counting and looking forward to just a few warm days. Praying for an early spring would be wonderful but
it doesnÕt come without cautions!

 If we do get a few days that are warm enough to ride, we all will be anxious to get the first short ride in of the season, but
what about your post winter Pre-Trip? Checking things like the air pressure of the tires and making a visible inspection of
their condition. Check for any possible leaks that may have developed over the winter. Also check for any signs of possible
critters that might have made themselves a home. ItÕs also a good idea after starting the engine for the first time to let it warm
up to operating temperature and check again for any possible leaks of oil, coolant, etc.

 I know we are all excited about spring but by taking a little extra time doing the right spring Pre-trip inspections, we can get
the 2009 riding season off to a great start.



 

 Bill and Judy Eslinger

Minnesota MAD Coordinator

 moondoggie03@msn.com

mscrochet1@msn.com
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MN District, Chapter B

March 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter Happenings

By Terry and Linda Bradley, Chapter Directors   

     Chapter B is well on the way to developing a good ride schedule for 2009 season.   Anticipated overnight trips for
members have increased in number, supporting the state rally is on our schedule, as well as more planned weekly rides.  
Ritchie and Kelly Hogue have done a great job researching and planning what appears to be a fun and active summer of
riding.

        Our future chapter events include, supporting Òdaffodil daysÓ for the American cancer society on March 9, bike
show at Paul Bunyan Mall on April 11, and sponsoring Road CaptainÕs course in Bemidji  June 13.   These are in addition to
weekly and weekend rides.  

        Last month we brought up furthering your bike riding proficiency by doing BRC and ERC courses.   The state
schedule is available and if you canÕt do an ERC on two week nights, there are one day sessions in our area at Brainerd,
Moorhead , and Duluth .   We are fortunate in northern Minnesota  to have several venues available for improving our riding
ability.

        Being a relatively new chapter (4 years) and not having a Ride Coordinator until last August, we are learning to
make our rides fit into a definite schedule.   According to the OfficerÕs guidebook, a ride coordinator: (A) Instructs,
informs, and assists Road Captains, Group leaders, and other participants in group riding, (B) Plans and directs group
rides to (and sometimes from) the destination point. (C) Selects Road Captains, Group Leaders, etc., for a given ride,
and finalizes the route to be taken, the rest stops, and other things for a safe and enjoyable ride. (D) Submits an article
to the National Editor to keep everyone current on group riding activities.   Keeping all these ideas in mind, Chapter B is
moving ahead to develop these efforts.

       The weather will soon be breaking and the ride season will be upon us.  It is time to start thinking

about what you need to do to prepare for that first ride, and don’t wait until the last minute to service the

machine, check conditions of tires, and the general overview we do each time we get ready to ride.  Be

safe and plan to be ready when our weather allows us to “ride

 

    

General Info

Ride Point Jack's Stop on 5th Street West

Ride Times Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m., Sundays at 1 p.m.
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MN District, Chapter C

March 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From Your Chapter Director

By Rick & Jenny Eckstein

 

Since the ground hog saw his shadow, the Minnesota  weather has been teasing us with weekly reminders of cold
temperatures and snow that winter is still here for a while yet. Our yard was almost snow free a few weeks ago with the
grass having a tint of green color to it.   Now it is mostly covered with snow again. I may even try some ice fishing this
weekend as the rumor is nice crappies (11 to 13 inches) are biting on Long Lake (canÕt tell you which Long Lake
though). Almost the end of ice fishing season and too wintry for motorcycling ÉÉ. ThatÕs Minnesota !

We have seen a few motorcyclists out riding around town on the nicer days during the last few weeks. Personally, I
prefer to wait until the ice gone from the streets and a nice spring rain shower has washed the loose sand away before I
get my Goldwing out of the garage.

We will be having a ride planning get-together at Bruce & Collette JohnsonÕs home in LaSalle on Friday, March 20 at 6:30
pm . All are welcome. Bring along a few ideas for some scenic rides including your favorite restaurant as a stop.

Chapter C will be staffing an informational table at Luther Mankato HondaÕs open house on April 4.

For those of you that are planning this summerÕs schedule, our Chapter C fundraiser will be July 18 at Hermann  Heights
Park  in New Ulm.

Chapter CÕs next get-together will be March 29 at 4:30 pm  at Searles Bar & Grill. ItÕs a great time to visit with friends,
share ideas and have some good food!   Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Educator's Corner

By. Bruce & Colette Johnson, Asst Rider Educators

 

 

 

 

General Info

Get Together Last Sunday of the Month

Meeting Searles Bar & Grill located on Highway 15 south of New Ulm
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MN District, Chapter G

March 2009 

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Column

By Jonelle & Bob Keene

We keep talking about the disease we are suffering from but this month Jonelle has really been hit hard by Motorcycle Separation
Anxiety Disorder.  You never know what I might do when IÕm alone in the garage and have bikes in my sight and know they need to
have work done.

Below is a picture of what her bike looked like after she came back into the garage. I was looking for where to put in her new Compu-Fire
that we had picked up at VernÕs Wild Winter Sale in December.

 

I donÕt think it goes here either!

 

I hope you are getting all your bike maintenance done as Spring is just a little over a month away.

DonÕt forget to check your tire tread! I know Jonelle needed some new tread on the front. With Spring just around I donÕt know if I will be
done. Maybe the cold weather will stick around awhile as I still have to work on my bike yet and GaryÕs from last month is on its way back
together if we can remember where all his parts go back on. At least the full riding season doesnÕt start until it is nice and above 40
degrees and light out side at night.

 We hope those of you in state were able to attend the International Motorcycle Show that was at the Minneapolis Convention Center in
February. We found it was more about going and meeting up with our group for Breakfast and then talking with friends we saw at the
show than it was really about the show. We talked with Randy from Dr. MudspringerÕs and Vern from Verns Bikes and Trikes at the show. I
showed Vern pictures of JonelleÕs bike and he said he would get a new trike ready to sell me in case I canÕt get this one back together
again.

 We are setting up a Medic First Aid Training class for April 5th. More information on that will be coming. We are trying to hold it at the
same location as we have in the past at the Fire Station in Roseville.

 Also this month is the Spring Ops meeting on March 28 in Winona. Remember if you have any suggestions for the Rally get them to us
by then and we can discuss them for you at the meeting.

 We look forward to the return of our Chapter members from down South soon. The Chapter misses all of you and canÕt wait to see you all
again.

 Jonelle hopes to get time soon to update the website. We will be looking at the riding schedule soon and hopefully have the website
updated by mid-March.

 

  From the Chapter Educator

By Al Hansen
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OK, itÕs almost time to get back on the road! Have you had your battery on a maintainer all winter? If you have a lead acid batteries please
check the electrolyte levels before starting off for the season. If low, carefully fill with distilled water only!

 This is a great time to run through the T-CLOCK  checklist: This is available on the GWWRRA web site or IÕll have some.

 T- Tires & Wheels:  Check the condition of the tires, their air pressure, Check the wheels: Spokes or Cast (as applicable), wheel
bearings, fork seals.                   

C- Controls :  Check: Levers operation, Cables, Hoses, Throttle operation.

 L- Lights : Inspect: The battery, lenses, reflectors, wiring, headlight, accessory lights.

 O- Oil : Check: Engine oil level, Hypoid (Differential) level, Hydraulic Fluid level and color, Coolant, Fuel.

 C- Chassis : Frame Ð Steering head bearings, Swing arm, Suspension Ð Forks Ð Shocks Ð Chain or Belt -  Lubrication, sprocket

 K-  KICKSTAND : Center stand, Side stand.

 ItÕs also a good idea to check for rodent infestation. They like to chew on wire insulation and foam, store food in nooks and crannies (air
intake and filter & exhaust pipes, under seats, etc).

Run through that tank of gas used for storage and fill it up with fresh gas as soon as possible. Some people swear by putting in Seafoam
gas treatment to help clean out all the gunk in the fuel system. 

A good wash and wax and your ready to roll! 

 

DonÕt forget to take it slow until you feel comfortable in the saddle again. There is still a lot of salt, sand and other stuff on the road. Find
a parking lot for some practice - thereÕs a big difference from how you rode last fall till now.

 

Watch out the other drivers that arenÕt used to seeing you!

 Take care and ride safe!

   

March Activity Calendar

              (Bikes in Hibernation) 

10  Tuesday Get-Together- Gorman's 6:00pm

29 Breakfast/Lunch at Schroeder's Restaurant, 605 Front Ave., St. Paul, MN 489-9633

  

  

  

  

  

  

Watch for scheduled lunches or dinners throughout the winter months  so we can keep in touch with each other

General Info

Social
2nd Tuesday of each month at Gorman's Restaurant - 11011 Stillwater Boulevard, Lake Elmo, MN
55043, Phone 651-770-2476, Upstairs back room at 6:00 PM

Ride Times Tuesday night rides leave at 6:30 p.m.

Ride Point West of I-694 at MN Highway 5 and Hadley across from the Holiday Station in Oakdale



MN District, Chapter I

March 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Corner

By Frank & Marie

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.  This is the month where everyone is Irish, even if it is for just a day.  We are now three

months into the New Year, and have had some nice weather off and on.  You would not believe that if you went

outdoors today, as it is below zero, and is to stay that way for a couple of days.  Spring can’t come too soon.  I think

everyone is getting cabin fever.  I think Frank thought he would be riding all winter.  He didn’t do anything to his bike.  It

is in the front of the garage, so when you open the door, you could just hop on and go.  He didn’t even cover it, so that

tells me he is ready to ride.  Just kidding, he wouldn’t really go now, and not until he did all the checks before getting on

and going.  He is much too safe a rider to do something stupid, especially with a motorcycle. 

The McClain’s and the Pierces took a ride last Sat. down to the Int’l Motorcycle Show.  Saw lots of new faces, and some

old familiar faces.  It was a really nice show.  Purchased a few items.  Can’t go to something like that without buying

something.  We had a really nice day.

We are going to have a CPR/First Aid class on April 4th.  We need to know just how many are planning on attending. 

The cost is $20.00 per person for new people that have not had the class, and $15.00 for those that just need a

refresher.  Let us know really soon.

The other item is the MN. Washout program.  We have received our paperwork for this, and need to have it in by the

23rd of March.  We will be deciding on a Saturday in May.  Hope we can pick a day when it will be good for everyone.

Enjoy the rest of the winter, and try to stay warm.  Until next time.

Keep the Sunny side up

 

   

Rider Educator's Corner

By Mark & Bob

We are planning a CPR/First Aid class on April 4th 2009.  This will be held at the Salvation Army building in Hibbing.  The

address is:

 SALVATION ARMY

107 W. Howard St.

Hibbing, MN.   55746

218-263-5096

 The class will be from 8:00am to 4:00pm for those of us that need the full class.  The cost is $20.00 per person.  For

those of us that need only the refresher the cost will be $15.00.

We do need to know who will be attending, and we need to know really soon.  So do let either Frank or I know.
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218-254-4245      Frank & 218-263-4522  Mark 

 We are also going to participate in the MN. Washout program.  We have a schedule of dates in May and will have to

decide which Sat. we want to do this.  It is always fun and you meet sooo many nice people.  We usually make a picnic

out of this day.  Hope that you will join us if you haven’t before.

 This is also a great time to get your levels up to date.  Please!!! Let’s get this completed so we can have 100%.

 Take care and we will see you soon

  

March  Schedule:

   5                 Good Times Pizza                      Bovey                   Dinner Ride

 19                  Snickers Pizza & Pub                Chisholm               Meeting       

 

  March Birthdays:

6                Ed Oswald

8                Rudy Christianson

10               Nancy McCain

28               Bruce Reinke

Anniversaries:

5                Gary & Sharon Lehn

 

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all who are celebrating.  If you would like us to put your name in the article please let us know when
your birthday & anniversary is and we will put it in print.  Just email it to Frank at fmpierce@wildblue.net

General Info

Get-together 3rd Thursday of the month

Ride Point

Meet at Hometown Family Restaurant (Old Country Kitchen) on the beltline, Hwy 169 North in the

Graysher Shopping Center, across from Holiday gas station Hibbing.  Full tank, empty bladder.  Leave

6:00 p.m. sharp.

mailto:fmpierce@wildblue.net


MN District, Chapter L

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter Director's Corner

By Jim & Laura Anderson

Hello Wingers;

  

Rider Educator's Corner

By XYZ

Article here

Activity Calendar

  

  

  

  

  

Birthdays

  

  

  

  

  

Anniversaries

  

  

  

  

  

General Info

Get-together
The third Friday of each month we meet at The Pizza Ranch in Luverne at 6:30 for a short meeting and
conversation.

Ride Point
Chapter "L" rides are Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and at least one Saturday of each month.  All rides begin
at Those Blasted Things and Gift Shop 924 S. Kniss Ave. Luverne MN.  Tuesday rides are shorter
supper rides while Saturday rides are longer and may involve an overnight stay; please call for details
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MN District, Chapter N

 
Breakfast Social Location:
Khoury's
5660 Bishop Ave Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 651-451-3880 http://www.khourys.com/
 
Ride Point:
Super America at the Corner of Diffley and Hwy 13 Ð Burnsville
 

March 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter N News

By Byron Patterson

Well so much for winter almost being gone with the snow we just got this weekend.  Fortunately, though, that wonÕt stick around for long. 
At least we hope not!

 We have several undecided locations for dinner rides throughout the year.  If you have places that you would like to go (or not go) please
let me know.  There are also thoughts of starting weekly dinner rides once we get into the season.  Stay tuned for more updates.

 Upcoming events for March:

March 11th Ð 6:30 Dinner Ride Ð Meet at CapÕs.  Caps BBQ Grille is located at 5000 Hiawatha Ave in Minneapolis.

March 15st Ð 2:00 Appetizers and games at the Winters.  Please RSVP if you plan to attend.  The phone number is 651-730-6381

March 21st Ð 9:00am Breakfast Social at KhouryÕs

March 28th Ð Spring Ops meeting - Winona         

From the Chapter Educator

By Bill Eslinger

After months of cold winds, blowing snow, and below zero temperatures, the last few days have given us a glimmer of hope that spring
might be coming before long.

I know since the day we put our bikes away last fall, we have all been waiting and waiting, and waiting for the first chance that we can
break them out of the moth balls and sneak in just a little ride. I even had the insane thoughts of going around the block without Judy
knowing about it, but with my luck she would know and I would be in the dog house for the summer.

 I think we all are counting and looking forward to just a few warm days. Praying for an early spring would be wonderful but it doesnÕt
come without cautions!

 If we do get a few days that are warm enough to ride, we all will be anxious to get the first short ride in of the season, but what about
your post winter Pre-Trip? Checking things like the air pressure of the tires and making a visible inspection of their condition. Check for
any possible leaks that may have developed over the winter. Also check for any signs of possible critters that might have made themselves
a home. ItÕs also a good idea after starting the engine for the first time to let it warm up to operating temperature and check again for any
possible leaks of oil, coolant, etc.

 I know we are all excited about spring but by taking a little extra time doing the right spring Pre-trip inspections, we can get the 2009
riding season off to a great start. 

Happy spring,
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March Activity Calendar

11 6:30 Dinner Ride- Meets at Cap's. Cap's BBQ Grill is located 5000 Hiawatha Ave. in Minneapolis

15 2:00pm Appetizer's and games at the Winter's. Please RSVP if you plan to attend. 651-730-6381

21 9:00am Breakfast Social at Khoury's

28 Spring Ops meeting - Winona

General Info

Breakfast Social Khoury's 5660 Bishop Ave Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076, 651-451-3880 http://www.khourys.com/

Ride Point SuperAmerica at the Corner of Diffley and Hwy 13 - Burnsville

http://www.khourys.com/


MN District, Chapter O

March 2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

From the Chapter Director

By: Jerry & Marcia Sands

Over the dark days,

Joyfully, we’ve made it past the worst part of winter; and are now on the fast track to the riding season again! 

Sometimes it seemed like old man winter would never lift his stiff frozen grip and leave, but after only a few days of

warmer weather and some good intense sunshine; we can again believe that Minnesota will thaw out before May, if we

are lucky! 

We thank all our members for staying active/in-touch over the winter months too!  We especially want to thank Bob and

Karen for sending us mini-vacations per their emails.  Again we both thank and compliment our staff for their ongoing

support for our Chapter!

The Motorcycle Show dinner on Valentine’s Day had a very good turnout.  This year we met for dinner before the show

and then those who choose to car pooled to the convention center.  The later time frame offered a much less crowded

venue to enjoy the show and be able to see the bikes and get on them without waiting.  Also, we were able to see into

each other while moving around the show.  Give Deb and Duane Gohmann the prize for helping out the economy with

their purchase of a new trailer!  Congratulations and we hope you have many years of pulling that beauty over mountain

road after mountain road!  Rumor has it they are going to Wing Ding, so look for them to pulling their new trailer to that

event too!

 We also had a very good turnout for the planning meeting for the Chapter at our home; and everyone shared their

input on what they thought we could do better this year.  Our riding schedule was pretty much hammered out for 2009. 

It looks to be a very good season of riding.  There are lots of new rides & things planned, and of course a lot of our

favorite Chapter rides too.  We’ll publish it after reviewing it one more time at the February Social; that way if we missed

anything or got something wrong, it can be corrected before it gets publicized.  Your input at the social will be very

welcome, so please plan on attending.  We’re sure you should be able to find some rides that you won’t want to miss!

 Remember the Motorcycle Safety Medic/First-aid course is being held on March 7th, and Pat Beck will be sharing more

details at the February, social, which is another reason to plan on attending!

 We hope you all can take some time during this “off season” (at least for us Minnesota bound MN-O’s) to plan your

motorcycle trips.  Hopefully, gasoline will be plentiful and cheaper this year as compared to last year so you may be able

to take the special trip you have wanted too! 

 Also, just in case you are still not completely convinced riding season will get here we’ll be sure to help you regain your

interest with next month’s article, so stay tuned!

 We look forward to seeing you at the next Social,

 

Jerry & Marcia

 

Educator's Corner: Flying Objects

Defensive Drivng

By Pat Beck
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Picture a beautiful fall day just waiting to be experienced from the seat of a motorcycle. This particular ride day also
happened to be during deer hunting season, and we had encountered several hunters on the way. Suddenly a pick-up
truck pulled out in front of the group. We saw the truck coming and slowed to let it pull into traffic in front of us. The
driver took his time and acted like we weren't even there so we grew suspicious and proceeded cautiously. There was a
little girl and an older gentleman in the back. The older man kept waving and making gestures at us.

 We were growing concerned so we decided to pass them. As we looked in our mirrors to pull back over into the right
lane in front of them, the pick-up sped up. Right away we knew that this was trouble. After we were able to move into
the right lane, the pickup pulled out to pass us. When they got even with the first rider, the lead bike gently applied his
brakes so the pick-up moved past us (probably faster than it had anticipated). This defensive maneuver left more space
between our group and the pick-up.

 Suddenly a beer can came flying from the driverÕs side of the pick-up. We decided to slow down even more at this point.
Eventually they moved on down the road and nothing more came of it. We were glad that we had kept our cool and just
let them move along.

We have all had incidents that could have triggered a Mad Max syndrome in the average driver. Most of the time it is
simply a matter of a lack of courtesy. Some examples of things that are offensive may include loud music, overuse of the
horn, tailgating, and changing lanes without signaling. Usually these are just the trigger points. Actual causes can be
traced back to all forms of stress. It is important to keep your cool and not aggravate these drivers further. The easiest
thing to do is let them pass without incident and provoking things further by responding back with hand signals or other
unsafe driving practices. This could make the situation worse. 

Remember, riding a motorcycle is supposed to be fun. Ride aware, use common sense Éthen relax and enjoy your
surroundings!

 

 

Chapter Communications

 A Word From Chapter Communications 

Within the next few weeks we will once again be up on 2 wheels. With that wonderful news, comes weather that gets in
the way of doing the above. At Ch. O, we have developed a communications network of website/email server/Yahoo
Messenger that gets the word out to those that wish to participate. The last avenue, Yahoo Messenger, is what I wish to
briefly discuss.

 Yahoo Messenger, is an instant messaging program available to anyone. All you need is a free account with Yahoo, the
Yahoo Messenger program and you are on your way to free conversation and web-camming. We have set up a tutorial
section for this fine program on our website. Go to http://www.gwrramno.com  and scroll down to the Socials section.
From there, click on the hyperlink that is between the yellow faces and follow on from there. For those with PCs, you
have available video, audio and text communications. Macs are limited to text and possibly now audio.

 What is this program used for? Basically Ð INSTANT communication. Two years ago we had a scheduled weekend ride to
the Bluff Country for our FriendRaiser ride. The weather was very poor from Red Wing on down. All that were planning
on this ride were logging in to Yahoo Messenger and helping to decide whether we were Go or No-Go. In the end it was
decided we were a No-Go due to the prevalence of wet roads and the twisty route we would be riding (the fact that the
weather blew through a lot quicker than even the NWS forecasted and it would have been a good ride is beside the
point!!). We did set up a ride that afternoon and the next day salvaging what was left of good riding weather. That was
done via the website and Yahoo Messenger.

 A few of us had tried using Skype (another free video/chat program) for use with Ch. O communications. Although a
very good program for video chat (the best IÕve seen in video and audio clarity due to its peer-to-peer setup) it will not
serve our needs as a Chapter. We do have members that have Skype on their computers and do communicate with one
another, but not on anything more than a one-to-one basis.

 So if youÕve used Yahoo Messenger in the past, or are new to it, look it over, dust off your text/audio/webcam skills and
jump back into web chatting about motorcycles and GWRRA.

 If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me, and I will assist you in setting up any of the
communications tools we have for the Chapter. My number and email are on the website.

 Scott Engle

 

 

  March  Activity Calendar

7 Medic First Aide Course

7 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

12 6:30 Pm Dinner Gathering TBD

14 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

21 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

26 6:30 PM Dinner Social at BackRoads

28 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

28 District Ops Meeting- Winona

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.gwrramno.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map


  

General Info

Chapter Website Log on to www.gwrramno.com  for the latest info on where to meet.

Ride Point  

http://www.gwrramno.com/
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Chatter

By: Lee & Patti Kessler

Spring, oh Spring, wherefore art thou Spring?  Snow on the ground, freezing temperatures Ð itÕs hard for me to imagine
that the First Day of Spring is still actually listed on the calendar  - so, there is hope.

 The motorcycle show is over;  hope it brought some inspiration and that all of you took your Sweethearts out and bought
some new safety chrome for them!  Patty and I wish you all a belated Happy ValentineÕs Day and hope it was a special
time for you.

 The Meltdown is the end of February and will be over by the time this hits the press.  As always, weÕre sure everyone had
a terrific time; Patty and I are sorry not to be able to attend but weÕre doing our ÒmeltdownÓ in Hawaii, but our thoughts are
with each of you. 

 As many of you who ride 1800Õs know, weÕve been experiencing some problems with our intercom.  I spoke to the Senior
Service VP at American Honda in California who unfortunately was of no assistance.  His advice was to simply turn off the
intercom when not using it.  However, I sent an email to workbench@gwtrra.org, and within three hours, I had a reply from
Stu Ottman who offered a reasonable explanation and potential cure.  His thought is to check the ground bolt under the
fuel tank to ensure itÕs tight.  I canÕt wait to see if that works.  Keep this in mind when you bring out your bike this Spring. 

WeÕre looking forward to the March social when Tom Stifter from Star West will be our guest.  Hope to see you all there.

 

Rider Educator

By Gus Hageman

   

Spring is just around the corner and that means Rider Ed. classes are starting. It is important to keep track of your completion cards for
the MFA, ERC and co-rider classes. When you upgrade your levels we need copies of your cards. It is a good idea to make a couple
copies when you get your new ones so you have them handy. There is still room in the April 26th Sunday ERC class so let me know if
you want to take it.

                               

Recipe

Sugar Cookies

2 cups sugar

2 eggs

2 teaspoons lemon juice

2 teaspoons nutmeg

1 cup shortening

1 cup sour cream

4 cups flour
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1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon soda

1 teaspoon salt  

Combine all ingredients. Chill over night. Roll to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut your shapes and bake at 350 degrees 8 to 10 minutes.

 

March Activity Calendar

7 Breakfast at Dehn's

7 Gane Night - Thorson aprk

11 Social - Angeno's

14 Breakfast at Dehn's - 9am

21 Breakfast at Dehn's - 9am

21 Chapter Q Dinner - Sammy's

28 Breakfast at Dehn's- 9am

28 Breakfast at Dehn's

March Birthdays

2 Margene Bauhs

3 Denny Land

5 Nancy Meister

6 Ian Gibbs

7 Jim Mills

9 Linda Johnson

11 Jim Roufs

16 Jessica Heap

19 Steven Anderson

22 Nancy Christian

24 Kelly Hendrickson

March Anniversaries

18 Bruce & Sandy Nolte

21 Patrick & Natasha Kelly

  

  

General Info

Socials
Angeno's Pizza & Pasta in downtown Maple Grove - 13588 80th Circuit, Maple Grove (next to Mann
Theater)

Ride Point
Mall parking lot behind the Conoco Station and Cluvers on Bass Lake Road, 2 blocks east of the I-494
intersection.
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From Your Chapter Director

By Roy Bremseth, Assistant Chapter Director's

Hi everyone,

It is time for the March newsletter…. time goes by so fast. 

On March 8th remember to set your clocks ahead one hour. 

Chapter R has some good things going on for the month of March.  On March 21st we will be having a CPR class at 9:30 a.m. at Trails
truck stop in Albert Lea.  Then at 5:30 we will have our monthly Social there also. 

March 28th and 29th in Austin we have a mall show.  Bring your bike or trike into the mall on Friday the 27th at 8:30 p.m.  March 28th is
also the OPS meeting in Winona. 

Hope we can have a good turn out for these events and the weather is great.

 

From Your Chapter Educator

By Elmer & Lisa Holz

Wow! It’s March, where did winter go? It’s time to start thinking about riding once again. March weather will bring afternoons that we could
venture out for a short ride, so now is the time to get your beloved bike ready for the road. 

The first tip is “Be Visible.”  Motorists have not seen us for a while, therefore it will take a little time for them to get used to following a
motorcycle on the road. Make sure your headlight works all the time, day or night. Consider adding additional lighting to your bike such as
driving lights or LED lighting to trim out your trunk. Use reflective stripes or decals on your clothing. Be aware of blind spots that cars and
trucks have. Flash your brake light when you slow down or come to a stop. Do not be afraid to use your horn if a motorist doesn’t see you.

Constantly search and be aware of changes in the roads condition such as sand, oil, water, stopped motorist or road construction where
traffic comes to a dead halt.

Dressing for safety requires a quality helmet that is DOT approved and no older than four years.  Choosing a brighter color is another plus.
Consider adding bright clothing to aid in seeing you easier on the bike. Even though we all like riding in the summer with our short sleeves
for tanning, leather or protective clothing will protect our skin from the pavement should we have an accident. Remember you want all the
protection you can get between your skin and the pavement.

Remember while on the road to watch for turning vehicles. Signal your next move in advance. No hotdog moves such as weaving in and
out of traffic and do not drink and drive. Remember to give motorists time and space to respond to you.

Finally consider taking a motorcycle safety class. Studies have shown that only 5% of learning is retained from a teaching session, so it
may be time to go back and review the material on how to ride safely.  Your local college may offer motorcycle safety classes.  Make sure
you consider all these steps for heading to the road this season.

I have added this web site about helmets on how to care for them, when you should replace them, and what to look for when purchasing.

https://online2.mic.org/helmetcheck/safetytips.aspx

Safe Riding!

 

March Activity Calendar
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21 CPR Class @ Trails-9:30 am       

21 Social @ Trails - 5:00 pm       

27 Bikes @ Oakpark Mall -8:30 pm     

28 Austin Mall Show -10:00am - 6:00pm     

28 Dinner following mall show-location TBA     

29 Dinner Following Mall Show - Location TBA   

29 Austin Mall Show-12:00 pm-5:00 pm   

    

April  Activity Calendar

3 Bikes into Northbridge Mall @ 8:30pm

4 Northbridge Mall Show 10-6

4 Dinner following Mall Show- Location TBA

5 Northbridge Mall Show 12-5

12 Happy Easter

18 Chapter Social @ Trails- 5:00pm

20 Pancake Supper - Clarks Grove- 6:00pm

25 ERC Class

25 Vern's Open House

March  Birthdays

3 Barb Ochs

3 Charlie Smith

3 Mick Madsen

17 Joe Marek

17 Jan Marek

  

  

  

March Anniversaries

9 Roy & Carol Bremseth

  

General Info

Ride Point Albert Lea HyVee - Bridge Ave
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director:           Blaine & Brenda Benson

Phone:                         507-527-2423

Email Address:               bcbenson@myclearwave.net

Asst. Chapter Director:    Bruce & Susan Hemphill

Phone:                          507-330-8350

Email Address:                2blue4fun@charter.net            

From The Chapter Directors

By Blaine and Brenda Benson

February 20th WAS our supper ride to the Red Fox in Lakeville, but was called off because of a snow storm.  As I write

this letter, the sun is very bright and encouraging.  Think warm!!!  Maybe we should go look that motorcycle over and

think about what should be checked out.   If one doesn’t feel comfortable doing some of that tune up work, you should

contact your dealer for an appointment to have the work done in advance.  An ounce of prevention could be a pound of

fun in the long run!

 In March, we have our first Saturday Breakfast at Ron & Barb Bultman’s in Faribault.  Bowling on a Sunday afternoon

should help us throw away the rest of the winter blahs!

 Remember the Spring Ops meeting in Winona, March 28th and Austin Mall Show that same day.

Think warm, stay safe, and have fun!

 

 From Your Chapter Educator

By Guest Safety Writer: Leon & Linda Ellis

Spring riding season is coming soon. Think about the things that you may need to update such as new; helmets, jackets,

gloves. How old are the ones you have now? There have been improvements to some of these things and it wouldn’t

hurt to check them out at one of the shows coming up where you could maybe get some great deals. Please patronize

your local dealers who support the local chapters and GWRRA. While it’s still early have you thought about things on the

bike that need to be changed or updated for the riding season? Have you thought about servicing the bike out? If you

don’t do the work yourself maybe make an appointment to get the work done early so as to beat the rush at the dealer.

Things could be slow for the dealer and he may need the work to keep his employee’s employed. You might beat the

rush so when it’s riding time you can ride instead of waiting to get your bike in for service.

    

March Activity Calendar

7 Breakfast at Bultman"s - 9:00am                 

15 Afternoon Bowling- the Bowling Center in Faribault - 2:00pm

20 Supper - Diggers in Kasson - 7:00pm

27 & 28 Austin Mall Show

28 Spring Ops Meeting - Winona
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March Birthdays

2 Linda Ellis

7 Blaine Benson

8 Donnie Hanks

10 Tim VanEngelhoven

12 Stacy VanEngelhoven

22 Bruce Hemphill

23 Barb Bultman

31 Doug Wencl
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From the Chapter Director

By Larry Conley

We are another month closer to riding season, what could be better? Our Chapter Ride coordinators are working on

putting together the ride schedule for 2009. Plans are also under way for our Mall Show scheduled for May 2 nd  at the
Moorhead Center Mall. I would to thank all that came forward and volunteered to take the spots we needed to fill on the
Chapter Staff. Without your help it would be impossible to have a chapter; your help is much appreciated. I also want to
thank everyone that attended our February Chapter Social; it was good to see everyone that was there. Our next
Chapter Social will be Sunday March 15, 2009 . We should have a good start on the 2009 ride schedule by then. See you
then.

 

 

From the Chapter Educator

By John Kirsich, Chapter Educator

 

March  Birthdays

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

December Anniversaries

  

  

General Info
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