
 January 2010

From Your District Director

By Bruce & Barb Beeman

Barb & I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and you have a great New Year.

 I would like all of you to join Barb & me in giving Kevin & Cindy and their Staff a big THANK YOU for a great job for the past three years. 
They did Minnesota proud. We wish them well in their new role with Region E as Assistant Directors.

 We are looking forward to working with your new District Staff as we take over the job of serving you and your Chapters. Our goal is to
continue to keep the FUN in our GWRRA family. I think our Staff is a good cross cut of the membership of Minnesota. I feel they are
aware of your needs and will do anything they can to make your GWRRA experience a fun one.

 To the chapters that haven't gotten me their new signature cards for their checking accounts, maybe a good time would be at the Spring
Ops, unless we can set something up before. One other thing, if each Chapter Director could email their name, chapter and their email
address so I can get my email groups set up would be greatly appreciated.

 Reminders: International Bike Show, check with Kevin Heap if you would like to work it, he has the schedule. Also check the chapter
calendars, it may be winter, but there is still a lot going on around the District.

 Lastly, a HUGH THANK YOU to all the Chapter Directors and their staff for the past three years of service. You have all done a great job;
if it wasn't for your hard work GWRRA wouldn't be around. And to the new Chapter Directors and their Staff, welcome aboard. We have
some big shoes to fill. Those that have turned their baby over to us have blazed a pretty clear path and now it's up to us to continue on
with the same dictation and focus that they had. I have total confidence in all of you. Why, that's easy, we all love to ride and have FUN. 

Remember be safe out there, the life you safe just might be your own.  

 Thank you and Ride Safe
Bruce & Barb Beeman
District Directors
GWRRA Minnesota
507-438-7063 (cell)

 

 

District Educator's Corner

By Pete & Laura Winter  

Happy New Year!

A couple of items to keep in mind for the new year:

 We, in conjunction with Amy Peterson, will be putting on a Rider Education Seminar Presenter Certification Workshop on
February 6th, 2010. If you are interested in becoming a Rider Education Seminar Presenter, please let us know and plan on
spending about a half a day getting the tools you need to make the job easy and fun. If you've thought you might like to be a
Rider Education Seminar Presenter, this is your chance! We'd ideally like to have a couple presenters each in the northern and
the southern area of Minnesota as well as several around the Twin Cities metro area. Give it some thought and then give us a
call at 651-730-6381.

 We have a Trike Course scheduled for May 22nd and May 23rd. The Saturday course is full but there are still some spaces
available for the Sunday course. If you are interested in attending the Trike Course, please send us a check for $50.00 made
payable to MN GWRRA. Our mailing address is as follows:

 Pete and Laura Winter

Minnesota Journal
A Publication of the Minnesota District - Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Home/District News

Chapter B

Chapter C

Chapter G

Chapter I

  

Chapter K

Chapter L

Chapter N

Chapter O

Chapter Q

Chapter R

Chapter S

Chapter V

  

Chapter W

Region E Activities

 

 

 

http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/Dealer%20Open%20Houses.htm
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/default.html
mailto:pearlwing1232@comcast.net?subject=From%20Minnesota%20Journal
file:///C:/Users/Colette/Documents/My%20Web%20Sites/MN-B.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-B.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-C.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-G.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-I.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/Chapter%20K.htm
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-L.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-N.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-O.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-Q.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-R.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-S.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/MN-V.html
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/Chaptyer%20W.htm


MN District Educators

4854 Bisset Lane

Inver Grove Heights MN 55076

 That's all we've got on the horizon right now!

 Take care and remember ATGATT!

 

District Leadership Trainer

By Tammy & Brian Anderson

 

 

 

 

District Motorcycle Awareness Division

By: Bill & Judy Eslinger

 

S

 moondoggie03@msn.com

mscrochet1@msn.com
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January 2010

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter Happenings

By Terry and Linda Bradley, Chapter Directors   

 

Chapter B has completed its Christmas party and is working toward the events for the New Year.    The party had a good
turn-out and the winner of the coveted Christmas present was Jody.   Our Chapter always enjoys getting together,
especially for a special event like our Christmas party.  

Our events for January will be our monthly social on January 13.   It will be held at our club house and we are also
sponsoring a CPR/First Aid session on January 16, 2010.   Kevin Heap will be our instructor and this will enable several of
our members get their education levels advanced.   Another event in the planning stages will be our bike show later in the
spring, and we are looking to have our own ERC class for our chapter.   More on these events as they develop.   If you
havenÕt booked you rooms for Wing Ding, the chapter will discuss details for that event at our January meeting.   If you
do not have the information for booking, we can send it out again after the January meeting.   We have a block of rooms
reserved about 8 miles from the convention center and very close to the education site at Wing Ding.  

Some of you may not know that Kevin and Cindy Heap have moved to new positions in Region E, and Bruce and Barb
Beeman are the new State Directors as of January 1, 2010.   WeÕve gotten to know the BeemanÕs and they will do an
outstanding job leading our Mn. GWRRA members.   Welcome them if you get a chance and weÕre sure our members will
get to know them in the future.  

We hope all of you received some of the motorcycle items you wanted from Santa?   WeÕre always amazed that each
issue of Wing World has new items that all of us really need!   Enjoy whatever you found under the tree.

 Drive safe during the winter months and winter is a good time for classes at the Chapter level and going to events such
as the Bike shows in Mpls, etc.   Have a good winter!

     

     Educator News

By Greg Liedl, Chapter Educator  

  

Tentative 2010 dates for the Basic Rider Course (BRC) in Bemidji  are July 23-25, August 6-8 & August 20-
22.   Advanced Rider Course (ERC) is scheduled for July 27-28.

Additional courses are offered in East Grand Forks and Thief  River  Falls .   For registration call 1-800-959-
6282, Extension 8645 or 8649.

 

     

General Info

Ride Point Jack's Stop on 5th Street West

Ride Times Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m., Sundays at 1 p.m.
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MN District, Chapter C

 December2009

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

From Your Chapter Director

By Rick & Jenny Eckstein

 

 

   

Educator's Corner

By. Bruce & Colette Johnson, Asst Rider Educators

We are planning on having a Medic First Aid Class in March or the beginning of April. For those of you that
are interested, please let us know. Also coming up we are planning on a experienced riders course in may., if
you are interested please let us know.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Info

Get Together Last Sunday of the Month

Meeting Searles Bar & Grill located on Highway 15 south of New Ulm
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Chapter Contact Information

 

Chapter Happenings

By Don & Rita Schlosser, Chapter Director's   

 
Saturday January 9th... Book it, Danno!  First aid course and Holiday Party... hmmmmm :)
Hopefully, there's not a connection!!! LOL
 
The MEDIC FIRST AID¨ course was introduced into GWRRA several years ago to provide a high quality First Aid, CPR
(Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) and AED (Automated External Defibrillator) training  program to our members at a very
affordable cost of $20.
 
Statistics show we are more likely to use our skills on a family member before a stranger.  It could be your spouse,
parent, child or grandchild who needs your help. So these are important skills to know how to do!  And do quickly.
 
We have reserved the firehall in Monticello on Saturday January 9th from 8-4 for this training and would like all our
members to take this course, if possible.  If you haven't signed up yet, please contact Sig or Dennis at 763-300-1297   or
email them at sjewett@tds.net.
 
ALSO.... our we-survived-the-HOLIDAY's-PARTY is set for that same date, Saturday JANUARY 9th at 6pm at the Fore
Season's Restaurant located at Southbrook Golf Course in Annandale.  From the east, take Highway 55 west into
Annandale, take a left on County Road 5, take a right on Harrison (CTYRD38) and another left on Morrison.
The restaurant  is straight ahead and on the left. We are looking forward to seeing you there!
 
Happy Birthday January 6th to Gary McClay.  And we hear January's a special month for Jerry and Patty, but we're sure
Jerry makes every month special for Patty :)
 
Remember to get your GWRRA membership dues or renewal's paid up to date, Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 

January  Birthdays:

 

     January Anniversary:

 

 

     Educator News
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By Dennis & Sig Jewett , Chapter Educator  

(As published in the January 2010 Wing World Magazine)
I want to start by saying thank you for tackling a touchy subject with most people. I would like to let everyone know that
my following statements are not made from statistics gathered by an organization but rather my opinions are formed from
over 30 years of driving a commercial vehicle.
             
DWD (Driving while distracted) is something that happens to everyone at one time or another. It can happen to anyone at
anytime or anyplace. Don’t get me wrong here, I do not condone DWD; I am just saying it happens and the outcome is not
pretty.

Driving, whether it is a motorcycle, car, truck, bus or even a garden tractor, comes from a certain amount of training, lots
of practice and focus.  I would venture to say (and this is my opinion only) that most everyone that holds a drivers license
feels they know how to drive and are pretty good at it.  I actually have met a few people that openly admit that they are
not good drivers. My hat is off to them for knowing their limitations.  Back to good drivers, it is my belief that the majority of
us believe that we are good drivers when in fact we are not. We all develop habits in driving through our experiences and
have quit learning to drive because the drive has become second nature to the purpose of getting to our destination, plus
most people drive the same roads to the same destination at the same time of day every day.  It becomes routine and
boring. There was an Ad a number of years ago that stated (It was when the seat belt was first initiated) most accidents
happen within 20 miles of home. (Same road, same drive, more than likely.) My point here is that we put the act of driving
in the back of our minds instead of the front where it needs to be hence distracted while driving.

You mentioned in your article that almost every state legislature has considered and/or passed laws that address the
DWD issue. Laws don’t always solve the problem and to quote a past Governor of Minnesota “You can’t legislate stupid”.
Proper training, education and a lifetime of practice is what will solve this problem. What will it take to get all drivers to pay
attention? I believe GWRRA has the right idea about that, promoting education seminars and courses. I also believe that
the driving public at large should take defensive driving courses and/or seminars at least every time they have to renew
their drivers license (my opinion only). Most all drivers (including some motorcycle riders) never take a class or go to any
further educating function beyond their initial drivers training. (If they even had that.)
 
As a commercial truck driver with a hazardous material endorsement, I am required to go through hazardous material
training every two years and have to retest for that endorsement every time I renew my license. (4 years) In order to
participate in the levels programs within GWRRA we have to take an ERC course every three years and a medical first
aid class every two years. As a matter of pride and wanting to be better riders my wife and I are working on those
requirements. We believe that making ourselves better riders will also make us better drivers as a whole. It is my belief
that if the general public would take the time and make the effort to further educate themselves in driving safer the subject
of driving while distracted would be a small issue instead of a growing concern.

I could go further in depth here but the bases of my opinion have been stated. We (My wife Sig and I Dennis) encourage
everyone that has the opportunity to take defensive driving courses to do so. None of us are perfect we all can learn to be
better. The better educated we are the more powerful we are to make the correct decisions.
 
 

 

General Info

We meet at 6:30 every Thursday night. The first Thursday night of the month we meet at Perkins (Hwy 25/55 in Buffalo) for
our social. The other Thursday nights we meet at our ride point at 6:30 ready to ride !
We send out an email early each week confirming that weekÕs ride destination and info.  If youÕd like to be on our email list,
let us knowÉ daveangell@yahoo.com
 
We have our own ÒgroupÓ on facebook.com called GWRRA MN Chapter W, where we can share our ride pictures. Check us
out.
 
RIDE POINT- Wright County Human Services building parking lot at the NE corner of highway 25/55 in Buffalo (Behind
BrookÕs restaurant)
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MN District, Chapter I

January 2010

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Corner

By  Chapter Directors Frank & Marie Pierce

 

Well, ItÕs beginning to look a lot like Christmas up here.  We have some snow on the ground, so IÕm sure it will be a white
Christmas.  By the time you read this the holidays will be over and we are beginning a new decade.  CanÕt believe how
the time just seems to fly by.  Every year we add a number to our ages and the months seem to just go faster and faster. 
In a way that is nice, because it means it wonÕt be long and we can be out on the bikes riding on the highways and
byways.

 We did an early Christmas with our 9 month old grandson.  What a treasure, of course Mom and Dad were there also. 
They are so much fun when they are really little.  To me kids are great at any age.

 January starts the year, but we are still on the winter schedule.  We still get together twice a month, so the group is still in
touch with one another. 

 We added an additional Assistant Director:  Welcome aboard Richard and Linda Lee Booth.  They are very active in the
chapter and will tackle any challenge that will come their way.  Until next time.

   

Ride Educators Corner:

 

By: Mark & Barb Tupy, Ride Educators

 Not much going on during the winter months.  This is the time of the year when you get your levels up and start thinking
and signing up for courses, and training.  Let me or Gary know what you are interested in attending.  Until next time.

 

 

 January  Schedule:

  21                 Meeting Night             Sportsman Rest.                  Hibbing

 

 

  January Birthdays:

10                  Ken Brunner

11                  Kathy Reid
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13                  Frank Pierce

26                  Keith Barstad

31                  Gary Haupt

31                  Harold Himle

Anniversaries:

20                  Mark & Barb Taupy

Happy Birthday and Anniversary to all who are celebrating.  If you would like us to put your name in the article please let us know when
your birthday & anniversary is and we will put it in print.  Just email it to Frank at fmpierce@wildblue.net

General Info

Get-together 3rd Thursday of the month

Ride Point

Meet at Hometown Family Restaurant (Old Country Kitchen) on the beltline, Hwy 169 North in the

Graysher Shopping Center, across from Holiday gas station Hibbing.  Full tank, empty bladder.  Leave

6:00 p.m. sharp.

mailto:fmpierce@wildblue.net
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Happenings

By Max & Connie Sullivan, Chapter Directors   

 

No Report

 

     Educator News

By , Chapter Educator  

    

General Info
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MN District, Chapter L

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter Director's Corner

By Jerry & Ann Rigney

  
 

Rider Educator's Corner

By Jim & Laura Anderson

Hello Wingers

 Welcome to January. I hope every one had a very Merry Christmas. This is the time of year to make plans for the coming
riding season.

 One thing to give a lot of thought to is scheduling a First Aid/CPR class. This is training that is vital to a safe ride. Not just
for you, but for the public as well.

 Another thing for you Trike riders is a Trike Course. Our Dist. Educator has scheduled a Trike Course for this spring. It

will be held in the Twin Cities on the 22nd and 23rd of May. If you are interested contact your Chapter Educator.

 Think Spring!!!!!

 

 

Activity Calendar

  

  

  

  

  

Birthdays

  

  

  

  

  

Anniversaries
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General Info

Get-together
The third Friday of each month we meet at The Pizza Ranch in Luverne at 6:30 for a short meeting and

conversation.

Ride Point

Chapter "L" rides are Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and at least one Saturday of each month.  All rides begin

at Those Blasted Things and Gift Shop 924 S. Kniss Ave. Luverne MN.  Tuesday rides are shorter

supper rides while Saturday rides are longer and may involve an overnight stay; please call for details
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January 2010

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

Chapter N News

By : Mitch & Cheryl Brumitt

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

 Hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and New YearÕs Holiday!  Hope you received all those accessories for your
bike that you wanted from Santa.

 For those of you who donÕt know us, weÕre Mitch & Cheryl Brumitt, your new Chapter N Directors.  Our ride is an Illusion
Blue Wing of which IÕm the pilot and Cheryl is the navigator.

 We look forward to a new riding season which we hope will be an exciting one.  We are planning on fewer Wednesday
dinner rides and adding a ride after our monthly Breakfast Social.  We are looking for input from all who attend the rides
for destinations and routes to those destinations; the more riders, the merrier.  More details to follow regarding dates and
locations.

 We would like to thank Scott & Joy Mattson for their assistance with the transition to our new position and we hope to do
a good job with your assistance.

January Activity Calendar

 January 9th      Christmas Party Ð TinucciÕs in Newport Ð 5:00pm 

January 20th    Dinner Social Ð TBD Ð 6:30pm

 January 23rd    Monthly Breakfast Social Ð KhouryÕs Ð 9:00am

 Breakfast Social         Khoury's 5660 Bishop Ave Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076, 651-451-3880 http://www.khourys.com

Ride Point                   SuperAmerica at the Corner of Diffley and Hwy 13 - Burnsville

         

 

General Info

Every Wednesday at 6:30pm meet at the ride point for a dinner/dessert ride

Breakfast Social Khoury's 5660 Bishop Ave Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076, 651-451-3880 http://www.khourys.com/

Ride Point SuperAmerica at the Corner of Diffley and Hwy 13 - Burnsville
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MN District, Chapter O

January 2010

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website .

From the Chapter Director

By: Jerry & Marcia Sands

 

It is time to sign off!

 It is with happy hearts that Marcia and I will be giving up the directorship of Chapter O; it has been a great run for us!  
We just hope it was good for you too! (oh Emery, get your mind out of the gutter!).   For those of you that made it to
the Christmas Party in early December, this will be repetitious but getting it in writing is just too important.

 A couple months ago, I told Marcia that if Presidents could pardon people, then why canÕt Chapter Directors pardon
people?   She replied, you are on your own with this one!   I wonder now if she was really was giving me permission or
maybe not?   Anyway, I decided it would not be prudent to risk not being remembered as a beloved Chapter Director by
ticking off members with pardons.   So I decided to not pardon anyone, but instead let the members know who I could
have pardoned.   Here is the list of pardons I could have issued :

Dave Emery:   for leading rib runs down gravel roads!
Pat Beck:   for stealing the show at the Moorhead  rally while portraying LARS in the talent show!
Mike Squire:   for canceling the Rochester State Rally!
Lars:   for eating my steak at the Mankato  rally!
Dave Emery and Scott Engle: for giving X rated cookie cutter presents!
Lars:   for calling in sick to work in order to ride on Saturdays!
Earl Slack:   for his ÒYou might be a Gold Winger if . . .Ó jokes!
Dave Emery and Scott Engle:   for dropping things at the Morehead Rally!
Judy Squire:   for what she left behind at the Moorhead Rally!
Deb Gohmann:   for wearing a parachute while riding on the Gold Wing!
Sandy Nolte:   for inappropriate co-riding attire! (even though it was well liked by passing motorists!)
All of Chapter O:   for holding Òreligious gatheringsÓ with Chapter G at the Moorhead Rally!
Doug and Jody OÕDell:  for selling a perfectly good Gold Wing and buying a Harley!
Sue Brennen:    for not packing her makeup!
Larry Bush:   for traveling the entire country on more than 2 wheels!
Nancy  ÒMOMÓ Mahowald:  for making us Baby Sit DAD (Monte) when she could not be on a ride!
Mike Goodsell:   for not cleaning the bugs off the front of his Gold Wing!
Bob Tozer:   for looking so much like Papa Smurf!
Bruce Nolte:   for slaying so many skunks!

Now remember, I could have issued those pardons, but I did not!   Instead, in order to remain a beloved former Director
I instead decided to issue some awards.

  Here is the list of awards I have given out with my tongue firmly planted in my cheek:  

Nancy  ÒMomÓ Mahowald: Chapter O Comeback Co-Rider of the Year for her fearless return to co-riding with Monte
ÒDadÓ Mahowald!
LARS:   Chapter O MVP (Most Valuable Postman) award for his participation with Chapter O while sick on Saturdays
(watch out Lars, you have some Most Valuable Postman competition joining our group!)
Doug and Jody OÕDell: Chapter O Harley Riders of the year for Enduring their Harley while riding with a group
riding their comfortable Gold Wings!
John Wiggins: The Chapter O WhereÕs Waldo award for his Avoidance of Wisconsin Dairy Queens and being missed
by each and every one!
Tom and Sue Brennen: Chapter O Valkyre Bike Packing Award for their exceptional packing of SueÕs makeup kit!
LARS: Chapter O Bambi Award for Bambi slaying while recreational riding!
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Scott Engle: Chapter O Bambi Award for Bambi slaying while in the line of duty!
John Wiggins:   Chapter O Iron Ear Award for spending a year with Monte last July!
Judy Squire:   Chapter O Congeniality Award for Congeniality above and beyond the call of duty at the Kickapoo II
ride!
Mike ÒGoodyÓ Goodsell Kraehling: Chapter O Meteorology Award for his dedication to passing on weather forecasts
to Chapter O!
Larry ÒWhatÕs his nameÓ Bush:   Chapter O MIA award for actually showing up once in a while!
Deb Gohmann:   Chapter O Flatlander Award for exceptional avoidance of Hills!

On a more serious and heartfelt note, I award the following:

Marcia Anderson and Scott Engle:   Chapter O MVP (Most Valuable Planner) award for extraordinary ride planning in
2009
Bill and Betty Boelk:   Chapter O Commuters of the Year award for attendance and support of Chapter O from 300
miles away
Bruce and Sandy Nolte:   Chapter O Honorary Members for their adoption of and participation with Chapter O
Thelma ÒGramÓ Anderson :    Chapter O Senior of the Year!   I have also declared Gram as official Chapter O Senior
Royalty.

And finally it gives me great pleasure to proclaim:

 

Mike & Judy Squire: Chapter O COUPLE OF THE YEAR!

 Since the Christmas Party, I have thought up at least 30 more pardons I could have passed out and about 50 more
awards.   With the great group of people who call Chapter O their chapter, it seems like you can never run out of awards
(and unfortunately pardons) to give out.   If I missed you this year, you probably have kept your head down when you
needed to!

 We also know that we have a few folks that follow our annual Helmut award and our committees came through with
"flying colors"   even if they have only been around the block once themselves!   This year the recipient was aptly selected
for a number of reasons!   The Helmut was awarded to our very own John Wiggins, AKA: Mr. DQ!    

With John moving into the Director role he knows he will be wearing a few different hats/ÓhelmutsÓ.   Just to make the
point a little more real we had 5 former Directors and the current Director present John with his new Captain's cap as he
takes over as Skipper of the SS Minnow!   We know we have passed on torch to someone who has as much passion for
riding as ourselves and enjoys our group as much as we do!

 For a final time we thank all of you who participated during our tenure; and also rode with us during rain, fog, dirt roads
and dark of night to make it to our appointed destination/restaurant/motel! We have never had so much fun, with so
many folks, for so long!  

Marcia and I are so happy to have the opportunity to get to know and spend time with this great group of people who
collectively are the MN-Os.   We look forward to being civilians once again, and remaining active members of this
extraordinary chapter!  

 John W., carry on . . .

 

Defensive Driving

By Pat Beck

GPS Troubleshooting

If your GPS unit is acting strangely, here are a few considerations to keep in mind:

 * In order for your GPS unit to work properly, it must be outside away from tall buildings and heavy foliage where it can
get a clear view of the sky.

 * GPS units only charge between the temperatures of 32 and 113 degrees F. If you attempt to charge in extreme
temperatures, the unit may not hold charge well.

 * Leaving the GPS unit on when not in use, as well as having the backlight turned up too high, can cause the battery to
drain prematurely. Turn the GPS unit off when not in use.

 Please remember not to enter your home address in your GPS unit. If someone steals your GPS unit, a garage door
opener is often nearby and easy access to your home would follow. Instead, enter your ÒhomeÓ using a landmark or
business nearby.

  

  January  Activity Calendar

2 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

9 6:30 PM Dinner Location TBA

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mngwrra.us/ejournal/P1190172.JPG


14 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB.

16 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB.

23 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

28 6:30 PM Dinner Location TBA

30 8:30 AM Breakfast at OCB

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

General Info

Chapter Website Log on to www.gwrramno.com for the latest info on where to meet.

Ride Point  

http://www.gwrramno.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=search&countryid=250&addtohistory=&country=US&address=3580+Main+St+Nw+&city=Coon+Rapids&state=mn&zipcode=55448-1002&historyid=&submit=Get+Map
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Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director's Chatter

By: Lee & Patti Kessler

 

2009 is now past and we hope your New Year will be exciting and that we will all see improvements where we felt things
could have gone better.  A survey was taken at the Holiday Party that we anticipate will give direction to the staff in ways
you, the members, want to move.  If we don’t try, we don’t know if it will work.  So when something new is presented,
please give it a try.  Due to the economic times, some programs or events may not take place or be changed from the
format of the past.  That’s why in the future, all events containing the name Chapter Q or receiving funding from the
Chapter should be presented to us as Directors and will then be taken to the staff.

 Thanks to all who have been on the staff and continue to serve.  A special thanks to a couple of people; Pat Holmes who
stepped up and filled in as interim Activities Coordinator and then continued to assist Scott and Vickie Huber who
accepted the position for the coming year.  Thanks Scott & Vickie for putting the Holiday Party together.  52 Members and
1 guest attended and everyone seemed to have a great time – such wonderful and imaginative gifts were given at the
white elephant exchange!  Also thanks to Connie Richtmyre who filled the open position of Assistant Rider Educator. 
Though it’s been a short time, we’re sure Connie, along with Gus, will do a great job. 

Congratulations to all the nominees for Individual of the Year and Couple of the Year.  These were voted on at the Holiday
Party and the winners will be announced at the January social. 

We’d like to say thanks to all the members.  Your ideas, input, and participation in events are always welcome and
needed.  In January the staff will be doing the planning meeting for the coming year.  If you have suggestions or things
you would like to see, please contact us and we will put it on the agenda. 

May the New Year bring each of you many blessings.

    

Rider Educator

By: Connie Richtmyre

 

In last month’s journal, I recounted my travels to Memphis with my best friend Ginger. I mentioned how it was my first long
bike trip as a rider and it was GingerÕs first bike trip ever. My article went over how I had tried to prepare myself, Ginger
and my cycle for the trip, as well as several things I hadn’t prepared for.

 To recap, while I had prepared the bike with new tires and brakes and had packed spare parts and tools, I hadn’t been
prepared for the lack of sleep and being solely responsible for our safety. I also had not communicated my expectations to
Ginger regarding what type of help I would need during the trip. 

 I’d like to finish discussing the trip and the other lessons I learned along the way. The weather the first day on the return
trip home was beautiful, sunny and not windy. Our route home would take us straight up I55 through St Louis, then off
onto US highway 61 through Hannibal. We would cover close to 500 miles that day.  It was uneventful other than just
being saddle sore from the long hours on the road. We finished the day with a nice meal, a strong drink and a dip in the
whirlpool to soak out the sore spots. 

On the second day we woke up to very heavy fog, and partly cloudy skies. Instead of going back to sleep and waiting for
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the fog to burn off, we decided to head out in hopes of making it home that evening. Traveling in heavy morning fog, over
140 miles of narrow country roads, even with yellow shooters glasses was very wearing and caused eye strain from my
efforts to see through the fog. 

Our preplanned route took us through Ottumwa Iowa.  As we rolled into town, we stopped for fuel. Unfortunately, I drove
up to the pumps too fast, and misjudged the stop. The concrete pad around the pump sloped steeply away from the pump,
so when I placed my left foot down to stop, the bike, Ginger and I leaned far left. The entire combined weight was against
my left leg, especially my left calf. Due to the angle my left leg, I was unable to put my right foot down to help right the
bike.

 I know what followed felt like it took a really long time, but it probably only took a minute tops.  With the bike leaning
against my leg, I yelled for Ginger to get off of the bike, and not politely. As she tried to get off of the bike it threw her
weight even farther left.  Again I yelled to get off and help me right it. During all of this I had a 6 critical thoughts run
through my mind, all at the same time. They were:

 !   Is Ginger clear of the bike so the hot exhaust pipe doesnÕt burn her

!   If it tips completely over, will gas leak out of it and cause a fire

!   Will I be lucky and only get a sprained ankle from this, or will it be worse

!   How long would it take my husband to come down from the cities with the trailer if I get hurt

!   How much longer will it take Ginger to get off and help me right the bike

!   Were there people in the gold book to help with the bike should something serious happen

 After Ginger got off and we righted the bike, I just went about the business of tanking up and going to the restroom. I
didnÕt take the time to explain to her why I had been rude, why we had needed to get the bike righted as quickly as
possible. I didnÕt explain my concerns, or the fact that I was upset I hadnÕt controlled the stop. I just figured she
understood the situation, which was totally wrong.

 Ginger barely spoke to me the rest of the trip (another 300 miles), and when we made it home that afternoon, she
grabbed her stuff, loaded it into her car and left without a goodbye. By not fully communicating my concerns for our safety
and why I was upset nearly ended over thirty years of friendship.  

 We have worked hard to patch things up between us, with me taking the time to explain all of the concerns I had that
day. Our bike trip is definitely memorable, but not for the reasons we intended. The lesson I learned from the return trip is
what we know as riders through our training and experience, is not transferred to our co-riders by osmosis. Continual
communication makes for a less stressful trip. I also know not to push it in heavy fog; the destination will still be there
regardless of when you arrive.

 

ERC and MFA Class Sign Up

With the start of cold weather itÕs time to take a moment and think warm thoughts. While you are thinking about warm
weather and of course getting out there and riding your bike, take a moment to sign up for an Experienced Riders Course
(ERC). There are two classes to choose from: April 24th and April 25th.  Contact Gus Hageman at
gushageman@hotmail.com or 763-574-1769 to for details and to sign up for your class.

The 2010 Medic First Aid (MFA) class will be held on March 27th at Thorsen Park at 6359 Eagle Lake Drive in Maple
Grove. Contact Gus to sign up.

There are a limited number of slots available for each class, so think of spring and sign up soon.

 

Recipe:

 

 

 

January Activity Calendar

2 Breakfast @ Old Country Buffet, Maple Grove - 9AM

13 Social @ Angeno's, Maple Grove - 6:30PM

16 Breakfast @ Old Country Buffet, Maple Grove - 9AM

23 Potluck & Game Night, Thorson Park, Maple Grove - 3PM

  

  

mailto:gushageman@hotmail.com


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

January Birthdays

2 Natasha Kelly

3 Bruce Nolte

11 Scott Huber

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

January  Anniversaries

6 Ken & Bren Nivala

  

  

  

  

General Info

Socials
Angeno's Pizza & Pasta in downtown Maple Grove - 13588 80th Circuit, Maple Grove (next to Mann
Theater)

Ride Point
Mall parking lot behind the Conoco Station and Cluvers on Bass Lake Road, 2 blocks east of the I-494
intersection.
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See information on District Website.

From Your Chapter Director

By: Roy & Carol Bremseth

 Hi Everyone, 

It is time for Chapter R's newsletter again.  We had our chapter Christmas party at the Moose in Albert Lea on December 6th.  A great
time was had by all.
Our Couple of the Year (COY) for 2010 is Dick and Barb Ochs.  They are both retired, but Dick drives semi part-time. They currently ride a
1993 GoldWing.  The first GoldWing they owned was a 1984 1200.  They have traveled in every state except for the south east part of the
USA.  They are a wonderful couple and we congratulate them on becoming Chapter R's COY couple of the year!
We have two things going on for the month of January.  

On January 2nd is our New Years Eve Party at 5pm at Dick & Barbs. Please bring dish to pass.

Then on January 16th, Chapter R will go bowling in Albert Lea from 4-6 pm.  Please be at the bowling alley by 3:45 and ready to bowl at
4:00.  After bowling we will be having our Social at Trails Travel Center at 6:30 pm.  
Carol and I wish everyone much joy and good health for the New Year.

From Your Chapter Educator

By Brad Harig

 

Well, the winter is in full swing and it is time to start planning for a new season of riding. Some of the Honda dealers have a program
where you can leave your bike and they will store it and make the repairs it needs before the riding season comes. Each year, at the end
of the season, I put some Seafoam in the gas tank to preserve the gas as it does not have a very long shelf life. In the Honda Owners
Manual, it says to check nuts & bolts to see if they are tight before each ride.  Most of us neglect that more than we should because at the
end of the year when I get my bike ready for a long winters nap, I try to go over the whole bike and sometimes I do find loose bolts (just
think how many you would have loose if you road a bike that vibrates). There are several things you can do during the off season for
preventive maintenance which I feel relates to safety. Check the air filter, change the oil and filter, and hook up a battery tender.  A weak
battery is very hard on the alternator and I have had to replace brushes in my alternator before. In the last few years I have changed stem
bearings, wheel bearings, timing belts, brushes in alternator, tires, and filters. At the end of the year, you remember all the things you want
to do before the next year and before you know it; our Chapter Mall Shows will be here.  Then some things tend to get forgotten, so get
the bikes ready for a SAFE riding season in 2010.  Happy New Years to all.   

  

January Activity Calendar

1 Happy New Years!

2 New Years Party @ Dick & Barbs

16 Bowling in Albert Lea - be there at 6:45, Social - 6:30 @ Trails
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February  Activity Calendar

5-7 International Bike Show (overnight???)

14 Valentine's Day Dinner @ Austin Applebee's - 4:00 pm

20 Chapter Social @ Trails - 5:00 pm

  

  

  

  

  

  

January  Birthdays

2 Larry Kluender

3 Lisa Holz

7 Ed Sharpteen

10 Mike Stanley

10 Kandee Petersen

17 Karen Sharptenn

26 Keith Gorasczkowski

28 Connie Blinzky

31 Fred Rennpferd

January Anniversaries

  

  

  

  

General Info

Ride Point Albert Lea HyVee - Bridge Ave



MN District, Chapter S, Owatonna

January 2010

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

Chapter Director:           Blaine & Brenda Benson

Phone:                         507-527-2423

Email Address:               bcbenson@myclearwave.net

Asst. Chapter Director:    Bruce & Susan Hemphill

Phone:                          507-330-8350

Email Address:                2blue4fun@charter.net            

From The Chapter Directors

By B ruce & Sue Hemphill

Happy January 2010, we hope that everyone had a great holiday season and safe New Years.   This year we are starting

off with new chapter officers and we would like to officially introduce them.  As Chapter Directors, Bruce and I are

stepping up to help lead our chapter.  Martin and Darlene Jensen said yes when we asked them to be our Assistant

Chapter Directors.  Our Chapter Educators are Blaine and Brenda Benson.  I think I did hear Blaine say that it was easier

to write the educator articles than it was the director ones.  Barb Bultman agreed to be our Chapter Treasurer and we

are very excited to have Barb, and her husband Ron helping out this year.   Brenda will continue to be our Chapter

Editor for the Journal and last but not least, our Chapter COY is Leon and Irene Spreiter.

 Our 2010 calendar was distributed at our Christmas Party on December 12th at Bultman’s.  The party was a success. 

The meal was catered by Nerstrand Meats and was very delicious and everyone had a good time. 

 If you did not receive a 2010 calendar, please let us know and we can get one out to you.

As for any words of wisdom for this month… all I can think of as I write this article is that it is 600+ here in Arizona and

we do not have our motorcycles.  Okay, okay enough about the good weather down here.

 We are working on a winter fun event for January 24th at the Plymouth Playhouse to view the musical “Away in the

Basement, Church Basement Ladies Christmas”.    If anyone would like to join us, let us know by Jan 10th as we need a

final head count?   The cost will be $30 per person for the 2 pm matinee.  Please send your check to: Brenda Benson,

21371 Country Highway 24, West Concord, MN  55985. 

 

   

 From Your Chapter Educator

By :  Blaine & Brenda Benson

Safety around our homes this time of year is very important.  With colder weather, it works the heating units harder, so

keep those filters clean and free of dust.  Check the batteries in those fire alarms and carbon-monoxide detectors.

 Keep everything picked up around that furnace or fire place.  It may save your life and if that new Gold Wing is in the

garage off of house, you may just save that new Gold Wing out there too.  Have a warm & safe month.
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January Activity Calendar/ February

2 Breakfast at Trucker's Inn/Faribault 9:00a.m.

15 Dinner Ride (meet at Restuarant) Froggy Bottoms Northfield 7PM

24 Plymouth Playhouse Church Basement Ladies St. Paul 2PM

  

  

6 Breakfast at Trucker's Inn/Faribault 9:00a.m.

POI 6th International Bike Show Minneapolis

POI 13-14 IA-E Sweetheart Weekend Burlington, IA

19 Dinner Ride (meet at restuarant) Ranchedros Webster

20 MN Q Mid Winter Meltdown   Hinkley, MN

27 MN Safety Day   MN SCU St. Paul

  

January Birthdays

 

5 Leon Ellis

7 Dennis Lambrecht

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



MN District, Chapter V
<picture goes here>

January 2010

Chapter Contact Information

See information on District Website.

From the Chapter Director

By Larry Conley

Here we are into the new year, our December social went well. By now we will have had our Christmas party that was

planed at our December Social; with all the activities going in December there was no way to fit that into that month.

We are trying to get our plans into place for 2010, hopefully to have it done within a short time. As soon as we have the

info put together we will let everyone know.

 

 

             

 

From the Chapter Educator

By John Kersich

 

 

 

Janaury Birthdays

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 January Anniversaries

  

  

General Info
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